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It will be seen by a reference to the proceed-| perfect, that he thought it might go on, without mate- 
a * congress, that the gratitude of the Asie of} ria] alteration, for two or three years, though there 
the United States to Lafayette, will be shewn in 4 should be no chief at the head of it except to distri- 
pretty substantial manner. If the sum proposed to be | bute the business. ; P 
granted is enough, every body will be content with it. The reports from the navy department and gene- 
A township of land is also proposed to be given to| ral post office, shall be inserted in the next RecisTER- 
him. It will contain about 23,000 acres. These shew that great and important improvements 








— have been made, and are still making, in those inte- - 


PRESIDENTIAL. resting branches. of the nation’s concerns, Mr. 

The only additional return since our last is the| Southard has labored incessantly to bring the various 
vote of Tennessee—11 for general Jackson as presi-| affairs of his department more and more imme- 
dent; and 11 for Mr. Calhoun, as vice president. diately under his own inspection, and to enforce ac- 
Kentucky. The following is the result of the vote) countability and responsibility throughout the whole. 
ziven in this state, with the exception of Estil coun-| It is evident, that he has succeeded to an extent that 
ty, from which no returns have been received: could hardly have been expected; and that all things- 








Clay. Jackson. are proceeding as rapidly as they can into system. 

First district 3,817 1,474 And there is a firmness and energy in the character 
Second district 6,165 2,761 of the secretary, peculiarly fitted for the delicate and 
Third district 7,349 2,490 difficult duty of directing, or governing, the conduct 
ee and movements of our naval officers, who, of all men, 

Total 17,331 6,455 perhaps, are most apt to desire the management 


Indianc. The votes in this state were as follows:| of things in their own way; for the reason that the 
for the Jackson ticket 7,343; the Clay, do. 5,315; the; nature of their employment so often makes it neces- 
Adams, do. 3,095. sary that they should depend on their own judg- 

Louisiana. The vote in the legislature of this state; ment and discretion. 
for the choice of electors of president and vice presi-|_ The people, at large, have felt that improvement 
dent, was very close—the three electors favorable to| has taken place in the management of the general 
general Jackson, and the two that are friendly to Mr. post-office. The regularity and certainty of the mails 
Adams, had each 30 votes—those} favorableg@o Mr. is greatly increased. This may be fairly attributed 
Clay had 23, “ | to the personal and persevering efforts of Mr.McLean. 
And it is pleasant, also, to learn, that, though in 1823, 
THE PRESIDENT’s mEssace, at the opening of the) the receipts were $55,540 less than the disbursements, 
present session of congress, is one of the most inte-| they will, probably, do considerably more than pay 
resting papers of its kind that we have upon record. all the expenses in the present year, notwithstand- 
it is like the parting advice of a father to his children,| ing there are 235,378 miles more of post roads now 
informing them of all things that had been attended| annually travelled than there was inthat year. Very 
to for their benefit, and suggesting other matters | efficient measures have also been adopted to gather 
which would require their care, that they should con-; in all the old balances that can be obtained, and pre- 
tinue to prosper. Almost every paragraph contains) vent the making of new ones, by prompt settlements 
an important point, and the facts are laid down with} of the accounts of the deputy post-masters. Hun- 
a clearness that forbids an attempt to illustrate them.) dreds of thousands of dollars, that might have been 
‘The message will bear several readings, and ought) secured to the United States by the different depart- 
to be well considered by every citizen of the United) ments, have been lost, simply because of the want of 
States. It is the duty of everyone to make himself; a prompt adjustment of the public accounts with in- 
acquainted with the concerns of the republic, and, by} dividuals. 
an attention to these annua] summaries of the busi- 








The report from the treasury department has not 


mess of the nation, with a careful looking into the 


. et reached us—but, judging from what the president 
various documents which accompany it, this daty| > ip tat8.. ‘ 


inay be measurably performed with a very small sa- 
crifice of time—if it can be esteemed a sacrifice of 
time for a man to. mind his own affairs; the affairs of 
our government being those of the people. 

We now give the report of the secretary of war, 
with a letter from the major general, and a brief no- 
tice of some of the valuable pzpers annexed, certain 
of which it is intended shall be inserted at length. 
The order and harmony, the great degree of quiet 
yet strict accountability with which the widely ex- 
tended business of this department has been manag- 
ed, has not ceased to excite something like astonish- 
ment, though we should now be disappointed to hear 
that the least confusion or irregularity existed in any 
ofits branches. A rigid discipline is introduced into 
évery thing—and one of the chief disbursing officers 
recently observed to me, that, for the sum of five dol- 
Jars, he would bind himself to make good every loss 
saat would be incurred on account of the business 
‘nder his charge for the whole year; and he further 


paid a well-deserved compliment to the head of the 
Cepartment, by 


Vol MX Vila 17, 








Saying—the machinery was so nearly ' 


ays of the state of the finances, it has, probably, gone 


| on smoothly, notwithstanding the head of it has been 


so long and so severely aillicted. 





Duty on auctions. For about thirty years, the 
greater part of Europe was agitated by the various 
wars that grew out of the French revolution; and the 
neutral character of the United States threw into the 
hands of our merchants and others, many times more 
of business and of profit than we could have hoped 
for, under different circumstances. During this sea- 
son of ‘commercial prosperity,’ and when the farmers 


and mechanics obtained good prices for all their pro- . 


ducts and had full employment, too little regard was 
paid to the internal policy of qur country. It was from 
the exterior that we seemingly derived our profits, and 
to that alone it was that we jJooked for them. And, 
indeed, in their overflow, there appeared to be some- 
thing like an apology for neglecting things at home. 
But now, that business of every description has set- 
tled down into the soberness of peace—when princely 
fortunes are no longer to be realized by a single 





Oe, a 





o/ ® Vd 





258 NILES’ REGISTER—DECEMBER 25, 1824—MISCELLANEOUS. 





a ee. 





voyage, cr speculation in land, we are compelled to 
look into our own affairs, that we may not Jose by 
inertness what we have gained by the misfortunes or 
crimes of other nations engaged in war; and many 
things that appeared as if hardly worth notice while 


‘the full tide of prosperity was flowing, become mat- 


ter of great importance to us, now that almost every 
nation is endeavoring to supply its own wants—and, 
because that there is no war, no advantage is to be 
derived from our being at peace with all of them. 
Hence it is, that the minds of our statesmen have 
been drawn to the subject of internal improvements, 
to employ the vast surplus capita] that we have, and 
open, more and more, the mighty resources of the na- 
tion, for the common benefit of ourselves and others— 
an increased attention, too, is paid to all the busi- 
bess of agriculture, and of the arts and manufactures, 
because we feel that we have rivals in every branch 
of industry, as free as ourselves to make the most of 
their labor and skill in every part of the world: and 
we begin to find out, also, that, in many respects, we 
grant to rival foreigners some important advantages 
which they refuse unto us. We are willing to meet 
them on reciprocal terms—we claim no monopoly, 
nor should we grant one. Itis our desire only that 
the people of the United States may be placed on 
an EQUAL FooTING with those of other countries— 
and so far, it must needs be admitted, our internal 
policy should go—-else the purposes of government 
must fail: and if it appears that any practice carried 
on by foreigners in our country, which they will not 
allow us to carry on in their’s, is prejudicial to our 
interest, it is not only rightful and reasonable, but 
natural, that we should forbid us. 


In some subsequent papers, I propose to investi- 
gate the auction system, as it operates in favor o 
foreigners and against ourselves; with an attempt to 
shew the proiits that they derive from it, and the in- 


jury which it inflicts on the regular American traders | 


in, as well as the consumers of, foreign goods; and 
also speak of its effect on the public revenue, which 
is either materially lessened, by fraudulent entries at 
the custom house, or momentarily increased, by forcing 
into the market movg goods than the people can safely 
purchase. One or the other of these must happen; 
and neither of them should be slightly regarded. 
The first, (which is most probably the case), is doub- 
ly injurious, and ruinous to the .?merican trader who 
transacts business regularly and honestly; and the 
other, if it occurs, drains our country of its capital 
and means, by seducing the people into the purchase 
of articles that they would not otherwise purchase at 
all. And besides, the fact must be easily believed, 
that, ata time when there is so much surplus money 
in the United States seeking employment, the domes- 
tic spirit.of emulation may be fully relied on to sub- 
serve the best interests of the nation: and, surely, we 
shall arrive at the conclusion, that advantages should 
not be afforded to foreign merchants and manufactu- 
rers, which are denied to our own; for “the that pro- 
videth not for his own family is worse than an in- 
fide].”” 


Room is not allowed to say more on this subject 
just now—but it is earnestly hoped that congress will 
take it into their serious consideration, and pass such 
a law as will check the evils complanied of. We 
cannot discover any reason why duties on auctions 
for the sale of foreign dry goods, hardware, &e. 
should be objected to, except because some of the 
states derive a revenue from granting licenses to auc- 
tioneers—butit is to be expected that the people of 
these states, who have given up so much to the gene- 
raj welfare, will feel disposed to relinquish a source 
of public revenue, obtained atso great a sacrifice of 
public good and private interest. There is no saying 
more true, than that “gold may be bought too deagly.” 


— oe : a ——== 


Gen. Harper. A series of letters from this gea- 
tleman to the editor of the ‘‘National Gazette,” has 
lately been published in that paper. Their gteat 
length absolutely forbids their insertion in the “Re. 
gister”’ at the present time, and yet a place would be 
gladly given to them, because that they throw much 
light on our political history. The object of the writer 
is to rescue the “federalists” from the charge of mo- 
narchical principles, often preferred against them-~but 
more especially as set forth in the private correspon- 
dence of president Monroe with gen. Jackson, which 
was so sirangely brought outa few months ago. 

It may be questioned by some, whether such a cor. 
respondence is precisely proper for a public discus- 
sion—because that what a man writes to his friend 
may variously rest for its qonstruction on motives 
and feelings between the two persons which a third 
cannot rightfully esteem or distinctly appreciate 
but gen. Harper, certainly, had nothing to do with 
the exposure of this correspondence, and Mr. Mor- 
roe’s opinions appear to be deliberately expressed— 
so that, as one who had greatly participated in the 
proceedings of the party accused, he cannot be found 
fault with for an effort to vindicate the conduct and 
principles of those with whom he acted. 
| It is hardly necessary to say these letters are ably 
‘written; and, in other respects, no gentleman, per- 
haps, was better fitted for the task that he undertook 
than gen. Harper. In the public acts of his party he 
had a considerable share, at the period in which 
numbers of us, (on the other side), believed that the 
most objectionable things were done, and he ought 
to have been acquainted with the motives of them; 
;and, so far asl have examined these letters, itis due 
to him to say, that he,has made a powerful appeal to 
‘the public reason; still, not a few will incline to the 
belief expressed by Mr. Monroe, that many of thein- 
\dications of an unfriendly disposition to our present 
|system of government in the ‘‘/eaders” of thot party, 
‘took place in debate and in society,”’ more than in 
the public acts of the party. But it is not preper to 
give an opinion in a brief notice like this, which is 
\simply intended to inform the reader that such let- 
ters have been published, and to serve as an index to 
shew where they way he found, if it shall so happea 
\that I carninot make room for them in this werk; for 
they are well worth the perusal of all our politic'ans, 
whether of the “schools of °98,” or belonging to the 
present more liberal and quiet, though, it may be, not 
more safe state of parties. 
| Gen. Ifarper disapproves of the meeting at Hart- 
ford—but starts what is to me a new idea of the se 
jcret design of the convention. He thinks it was ‘0 
jallay the great excitement which had been produced 
in the eastern states, and not further to provoke it 
—by holding out a hope that something might be done; 
and, by suspense, to give the passions an opportunity 
of subsiding. 





Tue Scrvyceitt canar. A still-water navigation 
is now completed between the city of Phiiadelphis 
and the flourishing borough of Reading, seated in ‘he 
heart of one of the richest counties of Pennsylvania; 
and the freight between the two places is already re- 
duced from forty to twelve and an half cents. 4 
great many boats and arks, heavily laden, have pass¢ 
the whole distance. This canal, &c. is intended 1 
form a part of what is called the “Union canal,” which 
is designed to unite the still-water navigation ol the 
Susguechannah with that of the Delaware. 


’ 
. 
s 


Tue Susqvuenannan. A subscription has been fil 
ed up, and a company organized, in Baltimore, 1° 
the building of a steam boat, with an engine of abot" 
ten horse power, for the purpose of navigating ” 
Susquehannah, from York Haven toN orthumberian’ 
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Y'o the seam boat will be attached a tow-boat for the 
transportation of passengers, &c. It is intimated that 
the boat will be ready to proceed on her first trip in 
the beginning of June. It will, probably, be a profit- 
able, and, certainly, a very pseful project, if it suc- 
«eeds—and we know of no reason why it should not. 

Tue Law. The late store keeper and agent of the 
Virginia penitentiary, was arraigned for felony—but, 
as the embezzlement of bank-notes was not an em- 
bezzlement of money, he was discharged by the court. 





Pirates. Several captures of boats, &c. have been 
made by our small vessels, cruising off the coast of 
tuba; but the pirates have, very generally, made 
their escape, thougt some have been taken. The fine 
French brig Calypso, with a full cargo of coffee, has 
been re-captured from the sea-robbers, by the United 
States schooner Terrier, lieut. Paine, after they had 
had possession of her for five days. The pirates who 
had charge of her were made prisoners. Com. Por- 
ter has by this time arrived, and will give increased 
energy to this harassing and dangerous service; but 
we fear that the trade cannot be broken up, unless 
authority is given to pursue and capture on the land 
as well as on the water. 

Corron. The most important item of foreign 
news brought by the latest arrival, is given in these 
words, in a New York paper: 

‘‘At Marseilles, the American cottons were entirely 
neglected, from the expected arrivals of about 
$0,000 bales from Egypt.” 





France AnD Cotompia. The Colombian corvette 
Venezuela, captain Chitty, fell in with the French 
brig of war, Gazelle, off Carthagena, and, not liking 
her appearance, ordered the captain on board with 
his papers. He complied, though his vessel was of 
equal force. And the papers being examined, cap- 
tain Chitty apologized, regretting that he had put 
the captain of the Gazelle to any inconvenience. But 
on the arrival of the latter at Martinique, he was ex- 
pelled from the navy. A French fleet was expected 
at Laguira, as it is said, ‘‘to demand satisfaction.” 
This is not probable—the fault was in the Freach, 
and not the Colombian officer. 





“THe NATION’s crest.” Gen. Lafayette arrived 
at Annapolis on Friday, the 17th instant, about three 


_ o'clock; and was received in the senate chamber by 


the corporation of the city, in the presence of a large 
Owing to 
the very inclement state of the weather, the military 
parade was dispensed with. Ajter visiting Fort Se- 
vern, he proceeded to the government house, where 
he will be accommodated during his visit. 

In the evening, the general attended a ball given 
dy the citizens. 

The legislature adjourned from Friday to Monday, 
when the members were to receive the ‘‘nation’s 
suest” in their respective chambers, and in their offi- 
cial capactty. Accordingly, on Monday, he was re- 
ceived, by each house, inample form. He has since 
veturned to Washington, and will dine with his ma- 
sonic brethren in Baltimore, on Monday next. 

LAFAYETTE, AT HOME. From a Bucks county, (Pa.) 
aper—it is presumed that the following account of 
‘ne domestic life of general Lafayette will not be 
‘ninteresting to the public; it is an extract from the 
‘etter of an American lady, received in the summer 
ot 1822, dated La Grange, August, 1822. 

“lam writing to you from the sweet residence of 
one of, I had altnost said, the best of human beings, 
s°neral Lafayette, whom I have, perhaps, spoken of 
steady. But, until this summer, although I venerat- 








— 


ed his character, I did not do it full justice; I did not 
know half his virtues, or, at least, 1 had not felt their 
influence. To know him, you must see him in the 
midst of his family and friends, honored and loved, as 
he is, by all whoapproach him. There never breath- 
ed a purer, a more benevolent heart; his countenance 
expresses all he is—sense, goodness, sweetness, 
and firmness; his kindness to me, great as it is, does 
not blind me; all who know him, think asI do. His 
family are worthy of such a parent; and that is no 
small praise. You remember lady Morgan’s descrip- 
tion of La Grange, and of the individuals that inhabit 
it- Read it again; it is the best part of her France; 
and, with the exception of some little nonsense about 
a certain chevalier de M , and certain martial evo- 
lutions, the object of which is to gather wild flowers, 
her article is admirable, and as true as it is eloquent. 
Never have I seen a happier or a better family; and 
certainly I never saw one so large, united under one 
roof. The son and his wife, and five children; the two 
married daughters, with their husbands and families, 
and their respective friends, form a circle that seldom 
counts less than twenty or twenty five. Here is no 
ostentation, no finery, no form; but hospitality, repub- 
lican simplicity, and family affection. Shall I de- 
scribe to you one day? It will describe the two months 
I have past here. 

“We rise, not very early; at half past ten, the 
breakfast bell rings, and On the stairs all the family 
meet, children of every size, whom the sound of the 
bell draws from their different rooms. On the break- 
fast table, of large dimensions, is spread a dinner, 
consisting of soups, roasted mutton, &e. After this 
service is removed, tea, coffee, toast and butter, are 
handed round. We walk, or, if wet, read aboud or 
talk, till twelve; when the mothers retire, with their 
daughters, into various rooms, and we pass into ours. 
The general has a delightful library, in every sense 
of the word. The Chateau is composed of five tow- 
ers, and one is fitted up as a library, and looks over 
the farm and park. At half past five, the dinner bell 
summons us; after which, we stroll about till the light- 
ed lamps find us assembled in the saloon, were ore 
generally reads aloud, sametimes in English, some~ 
times in French.” 








Maryr.anp. The following holds out a faint hone 
that something may be done to let the people of this 
state know what is the constitution thereof! 

On motion, by Mr. Tyson, the following message 
was read, assented to, and sent to the senate: 

By the house of delegates, Dec. 9, 1824. Gentlemen 
of the senate: In consequence of the numerous 
amendments of the constitution and laws of this 
state; acts supplementary to acts, and supplements 
to supplements; also, the gradual decay of many laws, 
owing to the change of time and circumstances, 
great uncertainty prevails as to what is the law; 
great difficulty as to its discovery, and great confu- 
sion when discovered. We have,therefore, appoint- 
ed a committee of this house, consisting of Messrs. 
Tyson, Merrick, Chapman, Tingle and Dennis, 
whose duty it shall be, jointly with a committee on 
the part of your honorable body, seriously to consider 
the subject, and report thereon to the general assem- 
bly of Maryland at the present session. 





ALazsama, “‘the wonder of the south,” stil] goes on 
to increase in population. A Hunfsville paper says 
—By the returns from 27 counties in this state, and 
by estimating the increase in the seven counties from 
which no returns have been received in the same 
ratio, it appears that the population of this state 
amountsto 230,284 souls. ~ 

In 1817, Alabama territory contained a population 
of about 30,000. The state constitution was adopted 
in 1819; abd, in 1820, the population was 129,227, of 
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whom 43,714 were slaves. There is, probably, no 
portion of the world, of similar extent, which can ex- 
hibit such an astonishingly rapid increase of popu- 
lation, produced by the voluntary emigration of en- 
terprising individuals. 

RevENvE OF THE caNaLs. We are indebted toa 
friend, (says the New York Commercial Advertiser, ) 
for the following semi-gificial statement of the pro- 
duce and merchandise which have been transported 
upon the Erie canal during the season past: 





147,387 bbis. flour 5,662 boxes glass 
38,789 do. salt 255 tons cheese 
17,986 do. provisions 127 do. hops 
27,780 do. pot & peari 102 do. fur & peltry 

ashes 6,913 do. gypsum 
1,524 do. linseedoil | 82 do. tallow 
267,695 bush. wheat 883 do. household 
7,747 do flaxseed goods 


26,396 do. waterlime | 1,638 do. iron castings 

338,497 galls. whiskey | i69 do. oysters and 
755,441 ibs. butter and | clams 

lard | $44 do. marble, bur 

57,850 do. wool and grindstones 

1,075 M. shingles 308 do. Amboy clay 

1,877 do. staves 17,013 do. merchandise 

And many other articles of Jess importance. 

Fhe revenue which accrued from this navigation, 
‘ap to fhe middle of November, on the western canal 
alone, amounts to the sum of 256,000 dollars, which, 
at 5 per cent will pay the interest on a capital of 
5,120,000 dollars. Add to this the sum of 60,000 dol- 
jars, which will be collected the present season on 
the northern canal, and the total canal revenue will 
amount to the sum of 316,000 dollars, and pay the in- 
terest of six million and a half of the canal debt. And 
this, before one very important section of the Erie 
canal is finished. As we stated in the summer, we 
believe the tolls will be nearly, if not quite, double 
the first year after the whole line shall have been 
completed. In two years more, therefore, we may 
confidently calculate upon a canal revenue of from 
six or seven hundred thousand dollars per annum, 
and in ten years A MILLION! 





NATIONAL TURNPIKE. . The following letter from 
the secretary of war has been received by the chair- 
man of the meeting held in Winchester, Va. on the 
subject of a national turnpike from Washington to 
New Orleans: 

Department of war, Washington, Dec. 1, 1824. 

Sir: The memorial and proceedings in relation to 
the contemplated national road from this place to 


New Orleans, adopted at a meeting of the citizens of | 


Frederick county, state of Virginia, held on the 4th 





— 


Quebec, arrived yesterday afternoon in the Downs, 
and cast anchor near the guard ship Ramillies; not- 
withstanding this man of war is of the first class, she 
appears no larger than a canal boat, alongside of this 
Leviathan of thenew world. At the moment thatthe 
Columbus appeared in sight, she seemed like a 
floating island, and her masts like church steeples. 
She is to be towed to Deptford by steam boats to be 
discharged. 

Spain is yet much agitated. The French troops 
cannot be withdrawn, without endangering Ferdi- 
nand’s possession of the affections of his loving sub- 
jects! The decrees and regulations for the extirpa- 
tion of liberal ideas, are very severe. And many per- 
sons are capitally punished—but cries of ‘‘live the con- 
stitution” are often heard. 

Greece. Sir Frederick Adam, lord high commis- 
sioner of the Ionian islands, has visited the Greek 
government at Napoli di Romania, and entered into 
some explanations as to the views of the British go. 
vernment. He was received with a salute of 10) 
guns, and by 8,000 troops underarms. Itwas admit. 
ted by him that neutrals, carrying arms or troops, kc, 
for the Turks, become lawful prizes, if captured’by 
the Greeks. Since this visit, all British vessels in the 
service of the barbarians, have received orders to 
leave it. The successes of the Greeks probably had 
some influence on this proceeding. 

It appears that the repeated defeats of the combined 
Turkish and Egyptian fleets, and its retreat, hors du 
combat, is amply confirmed from all quarters, not ex- 
cepting even Constantinople. These victories had 
been celebrated with great rejoicings in the Morea 
This is said to be the third action which the Greek: 
have fought with the barbarians. All the Musselman 
transports, to the number of 100, remained at Bud- 
rum, or fell into the hands of the Greeks. It is further 
stated, that the son of the pacha of Egypt, Ismael Gib- 
raltar, commander of the fleet of his father, and once 
aid-de-camp to gen. Grouchy, and a nephew of the 
Dey of Tunis, has been taken, together with eight 
millions of piastres, which they had carried in tri- 
umph to Napoli di Romania. The viceroy of Egyp* 
has lost his last frigate, which bore the admiral’s fiaz 
Another account states that Ismael Pacha was killed 

Colombia. Dr. Forsyth gave a splendid dinner and 
ball at Caracas, on the 18th of October, in honor o! 
the arrival of Lafayette in the United States. Abou! 
twenty American citizens were present, and nearly 
all the distinguished civil and military officers then ix 
that city. The account says—“‘The dinner part! 
broke up at 10 o’clock, when the genticmen joined 
the ladies who honored the occasion by their pre 
sence. 

*‘On opening the doors of the hall, a most beautifu 


ef October last, of which you were appointed chair- {and interesting sight was presented to the beholder! 


man, have been received by the president, and re- 
ferred to this department, with directions on the 


_ subject. 


The subject of the memorial is one of great na- 


tional importance, and will claim the early attention of | 


the department. The board of engineers have al- 
ready been ordered to assemble at the seat of go- 
vernment, witha view of taking the matter into con- 
sideration, preparatory to commencing the contem- 
plated surveys of the several routes from this plaee 
to New Orleans; and the memorial of the people of 
Frederick county will be laid before the board, and 
due consideration will be given to the suggestions it 
contains. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, sir, your 
most obedient servant, J. C. Catnown. 

Hon. Hugh Holmes. 

FOREIGN NEWS. 

Great Britain. A London paper, of the 28th Oct. 

cava—We learn from Deal that the Columbus, from 








—the American Eagle in a transparency. A full vieF 
of this favorite emblem was seen from the portico 
the hall, and also from the court, which was bri: 
liantly illuminated. Above the eagle was displaye®, 
in large letters, the name of “Lafayette,” and ubder 
neath, “The friend of Washington and guest of our nh 
tion.” 

The vessels of this republic are still capturing m2"! 
valuable Spanish vessels. The Aguila, Colomb.3® 
brig, has just made a prize of the corvette ship 4° 
vear, with a full and very rich cargo, bound from 
Havana for Corunna, and also of a large schoone’. 
laden with dry-goods, and sent them to Porto Cave!" 

Peru.. The late arrivals give us accounts of som 
splendid naval exploits of the Chilians, in the ve"! 
harbor and under the batteries of Callao. With 4 
very small comparative force, in boats, six ves!’ 
including the Spanish frigate Venganza, were bur!’ 
or destroyed—and at another time, five vessels, |! 
cluding the flag ship and one of 20 guns, were ass*! 


|cd, and three of them taken and carried off, and ‘*” 
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bre burnt. The first was effected by a force of fifty men, | more especially such as are engaged in the colonia 
she and the last by 125, opposed by the whole power of the | trade, to the treatment of the most grievous and ex- 
this royalists and of the batteries. The loss in both, on | traordinary description. “ 
the the part of the patriots, was only five or six killed.} The accompanying transcript of the third section of 
e 3 But, subsequently, though the port was closely the act to which I refer, will make you acquainted 
sles. blockaded, the Asia, of ,sixty-four guns, succeeded | with the particular nature of the grievance attendant 
> be in running into Callao; yet, if later accounts are to | on the enforcement of the law in question. I am 

be relied upon,she must have been taken, as it is | confident that a mere perusal of the enactment will 
oops again said that Lima has been abandoned by the suffice to engage your interference for the purpose of 
rdi- royalists. securing his majesty’s subjects, when trading with 
sub- Ve are also furnished with details of a battle that | this country, from the effects of its execution. 
iT pa- took place between Bolivar and Canterac, previous to One vessel, under the British flag, has already ex- 
per- that of Junin, which last has been noticed. The |perienced a most reprehensible act of authority un- 
 con- former crossed the Andes. The vanguardof the |der the operation of this law; and if I abstain; for 
enemy, about 3,500 strong, was attacked and com- | the present, from laying before you the particulars 6f 
smis- pletely routed, with great loss—the generat, Monet, | the transaction, it is only in the persuasion, that am- 
reek being wounded and taken prisoner: 500 of the in-|ple redress has, by this time, been obtained on the 
| into fantryand 1000f the cavalry, came over to Bolivar spot, at the requisition of his majesty’s consul at 
h go: before the battle, and fought bravely against their Charleston, and that the interference of the general 
e i02 late.comrades. government, in compliance with the representation 
d mit- . Porto. Rico. We have a Spanish account of com-| which I have now the honor to address te you, will 
is, ke. modore Porter’s yisit to Fajardo. When the com-/|be so effectual as to prevent the recurrence of any 
ed'by + - modore’s report of the affair is before us, we shall | such outrage in future. 
inthe probably give this for the amusement ofour readers. | I beg, sir, that you will accept the assurance of my 
ers to ; It speaks largely of what the brave people of the very distinguished consideration. . 
ly had : village ater oat gis if he had ‘“ made “a are ad STRATFORD CANNING. 
; tate retreat:’’ and intimates that he was considera- . , ; 
abined bly alarmed. Let the merits of the ease be what | Third section of velo prog a state of one 
ae de they may, of this we are certain, that com. Porter| Carol-na, entitle hi or the ay regulation 
was not a great dea! frightened! and government of free negroes and persons of 
sober? ' color, and for other purposes.” 
es hac Rema ao And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, 
Morea Lezislature of South Carolina. That, if any vessel shall come into any port or harbor 
Greek: aad Extcuriva pepakeuene of this state, from any other state or foreign port, 
me Columbia, November 25th, 1824. | having on board any free negroes, or persons of color, 
futher To the honorable the president and members of the senate. | 28 rigs hers tle woke pie he any other employ- 
1e] Gib- Fellow-citizens: Ihave the honor to transmit to you | ment re vag hall be liabi yer — od and rer ned 
1d once a correspondence between the president and secre- | 8°98 pe co “al * 3 ° cel aah lice fy “" ad, ce 
r of the retary of state of the United States, and Mr. Canning, fr ape unt _ i chat h a tid atl an ae ts 
th eight British minister near the United States—with the |! a is state; = a w _ aD te ti ye to 
in tri opinion of Mr. Wirt, attorney general of the United sail, t Syery te Said vesse: sna ‘¢ rvs 0 Meat 
f Egypt States, upon the constitutionality of the third section - ay the sal f hie dete i sages OF COIUE, f hi pay 
al’s fi22 of an act passed in South Carolina, entitled ‘‘an act os io ven 0 ~ rs ‘ shell b tishle te - ind “ 
s killes for the better regulation and government of free ne- |g!ect or refusal wht ot Cs f sh ibe re 2 © indict- 
ctr ayit groes and persons of color, and for other purposes.” | @4, and, on conviction thereof, shall be fined asum not 
vee I deem this subject worthy of your serious atten- |!¢ss than one thousand dollars, and imprisoned not 
! pov tion. My continued indisposition prevents me from sp we ee ere, = — yore po a oo sons 
“peers presenting such views as I otherwise would have |° Mr ea} a vd ae ¢ — aken as 2080 2 a ates 
then is done. The reflection, however, which I have given | 2" a "aes le A 3 ot Decembe "4 aa. 
er pattt the matter, brings my mind to the conclusion, that ery oh a aed ns ay ; Focueasa.’ one thou 
n joinet South Carolina has the right to interdict the entrance | $29¢ eight hundred and twenty, aforesaid. 
heir Tre of such persons into her ports, whose organization of pera 
e1r mind, habits and associations, render them peculiar- , (corr.) 
beautifu: ly calculated to disturb the peace and tranquility of | Leller from Mr. Petrie, of Liverpool, 24 the president of 
yeholder! the state, in the same manner as she can prohibit his majesty’s board of trade. 
full vie® those afflicted with infectious disease, to touch her Liverpool, January 20th, 1824. 
antice of shores. The law of self-preservation derives its au-| Sim—Perhaps my communications should’ have 
was bri thority from a higher source than any municipal or in- | come through another channel, or his majesty’s min- 
signlayed ternational law—and it should be the first policy of |isters may already be’informed on the subject; but 
t ubder: government to prevent, if possible, such encroach- | the certain knowledge of many of the subjects of this 
~~ poagh ments as eventually would lead to the injury and de-| country suffering under a very grievous law in the 
- struction of all that the citizen holds most dear. This | United States of America, in the particular state of 
sae mary necessity of self-preservation is alone to be deter-|South Carolina, merely from the circumstance of 
So eabish mined by the power to be preserved; it, therefore, | their being colored, has induced me to trouble you 
mee \). rests with those whose rights are to be affected, to | with my correspondence, conceiving that no country 
es j of Judge how long such laws shall exist, as were enacted | shall ever be permitted to treat any of the subjects of 
am sone? for the peace and security of the community. Great Britain so hostilely, without the interference of 
Carell? Your fellow-citizen, JOHN L. WILSON. | government. a 
on of come —_ The law is rigorously prosecuted, prohibiting all 
- the ver! (copy.) colored persons, sailors, or others, from coming to 
. With ae Mr. Canning to Mr. Adams. that state, under the penalties of being imprisoned, 
e vessel: F : Washington, February 15th, 1823. |corporally punished, and made slaves of. Being au 
1X » burl! Sm—It is my duty to bring under your notice an | officer in his majesty’s navy, I have known the value 
A ’ act lately passed by the legislature of South Carolina, |of our seamen, and could not help remonstrating 
ere aga which cannot remain in force without exposing the | against this most oppressive law last month, when { 
‘. nd te? vessels of his majesty’s subjects, entering the ports of |}was in Charleston, where I carried part of a crew, 
Ht, ae that state, in prosecution of their lawful commerce, \fourin number, of those unfortunate people, in the 
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ship Marmion, from this port; but my remonstrances | York, to England, were also apprehended on board 
were of little or no avail; nor could the British con- | that vessel, in the same forcible manner, and impri- 
sul, after repeated application to him by every master} soned. All the remonstrances of Mr. Petrie against 
in that port, belonging to British vessels, obtain any | this violent and unjustifiable act, whether made per- 
altératien or qualification of the law. The Mar-| sonally, or through his majesty’s consul at Charleston 
mion was not well moored at the wharf, before the | were ofno avail. During his stay at Charleston, the 
officers, who were appointed to put tltis law in exe- | men remained in prison, and the fees attending their 
cution, came on board, and forcibly carried one ef | ultimate release, together with the loss of their ser- 
the four of thesé men to jail, where he remained | vices, put the complainant to considerable expense, 
during my stay in Charleston; the three othersI had| 1 feel persuaded, sir, that the bare recital of the 
previously conveyed on board of a packet on the eve | outrage above recorded, will suffice, without any fur- 
of sailing to New York, where they were likely to} ther commentary on my part. to induce you, agreea- 
obtain a passage more readily to England; but on! bly to the assurances already given by you, to use 
board this vessel they were apprehended by men who| every effort in your power, not only to procure for 
seemed anxious only to get their feés, and thrown into| Mr. Petrie that redress to which he seems to be so 
prison, depriving them of the opportunity to comply | justly entitled, but to induce the authorities of South 
with the law, which they would have done in a few | Carolina to repeal the obnoxious law, or at least so 
hours. The release of these unfortunate men from | to modify it, as that it shall no longer operate to thé 
gaol, fees, and loss of their seryices, put me to con- | detriment of nations trading to the United States, on 
siderable exper-se. the faith of conventions, of which it is a direct and 
You will, no doubt, sir, be better able to judge of | unqualified violation. 
the justice of such laws, enacted against a great por-; Ihave the honor to be, with distinguished con- 
tion of the subjects of this country, especially of sea-| sideration, sir, your most obedient, humble servant, 








men out ‘of this port, than I can, better knowing the (Signed) H. U. ADDINGTON. 
commercial relationship between the two countries. — 
iam,sir, &c. &c. (copy.) 
(Signed), PETER PETRIE. Mr. Wirt to Mr. Adams. 
— OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY-GENERAL 
(copy.) of the United States, May 8, 1824. 
Mr. Addington to the president of the United States. Six: The 3d section of the legislative act of South 


Washington, April 9th, 1824. Carolina, entitled ‘“‘an act for the better regulation 
Sir: It will be in your recolJection that his ma-| and government of free negroes and persons of color, 
jesty’s envoy in this country, and myself, have| and for other purposes,” which you submit for my 
both had occasion, within the last twelve months, | opinion, is in the following words: 
to address representatious to you on the subject of; ‘4nd be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, 
a law enacted in the state of South Carolina, in De- | That, if any vessel shall come into any port or harbor 
cember, 1822, prohibiting, under severe penalties, | of this state, from any other state or foreign port, 
the entrance into that state of free persons of! having on board any free negroes or persons of color, 
color. Against this law his majesty’s minister pro-| as cooks, stewards, mariners, or in any other em- 
tested generally, as beingin manifest contravention | ployment on board said vessels, such free negroes or 
of treaties existing between Great Britain and the | persons of color shall be liable to be seized and con- 
United States; and its effects were more particularly | fined in gaol until said vessels shall clear out and de- 
pointed out by me in August last, as having operated part from this state; and that when said vessel is 
pratically, in a manner highly prejudicial to the com- | ready to sail, the captain of the said vessel shall be 
merce and oppressive to the subjects of Great Bri- | bound to carry away the said free negro or persons 
tain. ' | of color, and pay the expenses of his detention; and 
To his majesty’s envoy, sir, you gave awritten, | in case of his neglect or refusal so to do, he shall be 
and to me a verbal, assurance that every effort | liable to be indicted, and, on conviction thereof, shall 
should be made, on the part of the executive govern- | be fined ina stm notless than ope thousand dollars, 
ment, to remedy the grievances complained of, and and imprisoned not less than two months; and such 
prevent a recurrence of them. | free negroes or persons of color shal! be deemed and 
} lament to say, that those efforts, in whatever | taken as absolute slaves, and sold in conformity to 
way applied, have hitherto not been attended with | the provisions of the act passed on the twentieth day 
the good effects which might have been expected to | of December, one thousand eighthundred and twenty, 
result from them. The evil still continues in undi- ' aforesaid.” 
minished vigor, and it becomes my duty, in pursuance; The question which you propound for my opinion 
of instructions which I have recently received from | on this section, is, ‘‘whether itis compatible with the 
his majesty’s secretary of state, to bring the subject | rights of nations in amity with the United States, or 
once more under your serious consideration, and | with the national constitution?” 
to demand redress and reparation for injuries in-! By the national constitution, the power of regulat- 
fiicted on a sudject of his majesty, who has had the | ing commerce with foreign nations, and among the 
misfortune to fall under the oppressive weight of the | states, is given to congress; and this power is, from its 
statue in question. nature, exclusive. This power of regulating com- 
The complainant, Mr. Petrie, of Liverpool, as will | merce is the power of prescribing the terms on which 
more particularly appear by his own letter, address-| the intercourse between foreign nations and the 
ed to the president of his majesty’s board of trade, of | United States, and between the several states of the 
which I have the honor herewith to enclose a copy, | union, shall be carried on. Congress has exercised 
having occasion, in prosecution of his commercial | this power; and among these terms there is no re- 
pursuits, to touch at the port of Charleston, in a ves-| quisition that the vessels which are pee to 
se) called the Marmion, in the month of December | enter the ports of the several states shall be navigat- 
of last year, had scarcely entered that port, when |ed wholly by white men. All foreign and domestic 
one of hiscrew, a man of color, was seized by the | vessels, complying with the requisitions prescribed 
police officers, and forcibly carried off to jail, where | by congress, have a right to enter any port of the 
he remained incarcerated during the stay of the | United States, and a right to remain there unmolest- 





-_——- 


complainant at Charleston. Three others of his} ed, in vessel and crew, for the peaceful purposes of 


crew, whom he had placed on board of a packet, for; commerce. No state can interdict ‘a vessel which 
the purpose of haying them conveyed, via. New-!is about to enter her ports, in conformity with tbe 
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iaws of the United States, nor impose any restraint! 
or embarrassment on such vessel, in consequence of 

her having entered in conformity with those laws. | 
For, the regulations of congress on this subject being 

both supreme and exclusive, no state can add to. 
them, vary them, obstruct them or touch the subject | 
in any shape whatever, without the concurrence and | 
sanction of congress. By the regulations of con- 

gtess, vessels, navigated by black or colored men, | 
may enter any port of the union for the purposes of | 
commerce, without any molestation or restraint in | 
consequence of having so entered; but the section | 
of the law of South Carolina, which we are consider-| 
ing, declares, that if any vessel shall enter one of her | 
ports, navigated, in whole or in part, by negroes or 
persons of color, the crew, so far as they are negroes 
or persons of color, shall be immediately seized and 
imprisoned, at the expense of the captain, with vari- 
ous other contingent and severe penalties, both on the 
captain and his imprisoned crew. Here isa regula- 
tion of commerce, of a highly penal character, by a 
state superadding new restrictions to those which 
have been imposed by congress; and declaring, in 
effect, that what congress has ordained may be free- 
ly and safely done, shall not be done but under 
heavy penalties. It seems very clear to me, that this 
section of the law of South Carolina is incompatible 
with the national constitution, and the laws passed 
under it, and is therefore void. All nations in amity 
with the United States, have aright to enter the ports 
of the union for the purpose of commerce, so long as, 
by the laws of the union, commerce is permitted, 
and so far as it is permitted; and inasmuch as this 
section of the law of South Carolina is a restriction 
upon this commerce, it is incompatible with the 
rights of all nations which are in amity with the 





ce ie _—, _— —-—-~— 


—— 


. United States. 


There is another view of this subject. By the na- 
tional constitution, the power of making treaties with 
foreign nations, is given to the genera! goverment, 
and the same constitution declares that the treaties 
so made shall constitute a part of the supreme law of 
the land. The national government has exercised 
this power, also, of making treaties. We have trea- 
ties subsisting with various nations, by which the 
commerce of such nations with the United States, is 
expressly authorized, without any restriction as to 
the color of the crews by which it shall be carried on. 
We have such a treaty with Great Britain, as to which 
nation this question has arisen. This act of South 
Carolina forbids, or what is the same thing, punishes, 
what this treaty authorizes. 

{am of the opinion that the section of the law under 


consideration is void, for being against the constitu- | f 


tion, treaties and laws of the United States, and in- 
compatible with the rights of all nations in amity 
with the United States, 


f have the honor to be, very respectfully, your 
obedient servant, 
(Signed) WILLIAM WIRT. 
The hon. John Quincy Adams, secretary of state, U. S. 
(copy. ) 
His excellency the governor of South Carolina, Columbia. 
Department of state, Washington, 6th July 1824. 
__ Sin: By direction of the president of the United 
States, I have the honor of enclosing copies of several 
“uccessive representations received at this depart- 
ment from the representatives of the British govern- 
ment here, relating to the operation of an act of the 
legislature of South Carolina; a copy of the opinion 
of the attorney general of the United States upon the 
act, is likewise enclosed; and I have it in charge to 
“xpress the hope of the president, that the inconve- 
pienee complained of will be remedied by the legis- 
‘ature of the state of South Carolina itself. 
J am, with great respect, sir, your very humble and 
weulent servant, JOHN QUINCY ADAMS. 


—- —— ne am 
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Executive department, December ist, 1824. 
To the honorable the president and members of the senate. 
Fellow-citizens—I have the honor herewith to sub+ 
mit to your consideration, a proposed amendment to 
the constitution of the United States, from the state 
of Georgia, in the following words: 
“That no part of the constitution of the United 
States ought to be construed, or shall be construed, 
to authorize the importation or ingress of any person 
of color into any one of jhe United States, conirary tb 
the laws of such state.” 
In submitting this proposed amendment, I feel a 
confidence that Iam submitting, what already attaches 
to each state in its sovereign and independent capa- 


‘city. A few days since I had the honor of enclosing 


to you the remonstrance of the British minister, Mr. 
Canning, on a clause of a legislative act passed in 
South Carolina, entitled ‘“‘an act for the better regu- 
lation and government of free negroes and persons of 
color, and for other purposes,” together with the opi- 
nion of Mr. Wirt upon thesame. A reference to the 
rule laid down by England, under similar circumstan- 
ces, will, at once, prove that the deductions I drew in 
my communication, were well warranted by her own 
practice. 

In December, 1778, the Roman Catholics made a 
protestation of their principles; on which the legis!a- 
ture of England formed an oath to be taken by that 
body of men. A doubt arose as to the meaning in- 
tended by the legislature to be affixed to the word 
interference. The solicitor-general, (Lee’s) opinion 
was taken on the right of the legislature to make this 
enactment. His opinion is as follows: 

‘A state or constitution has the right of self-defence 
as well as an individual; and it is competent to each 
community to make such regulations, and stipulate 
such conditions, as appear, on their best considera- 
tion, to produce the greatest good and to avert the 
most evil from society. For no man has a right to ve- 
main in, and be protected by the laws of any community, 
that is plotting its destruction. On this simple and plain 
ground, I think every legislature ought to proceed; and, I 
trust, that it wil] be thought neither injurious to the 
civil rights, nor offensive to the peaceable Catholics 
to comply with it. Pretending to no subtle easuistry, 
I cannot see how a man, who can take an oath of 1778, 
can rationally object to the proposed oath.” : 

The opinion of solicitor-general Lee, given in Dee. 
1791, was confirmed by Mr. Charles Butler, the learn- 
ed commentator on Coke upon Lyttleton. If this be 
the law of England, in respect of their own Roman 
Catholic subjects, how much mere strongly does it 
apply to persons who may reasonably be suspected, 
rom our repeated knowledge of past facts, to be the 
secret emissaries of insurrection among our slave 
population? And with whatrightcan a British minis- 
try insist upon our foregoing those rights of self-pro- 
tection, which they have acknowledged as of perma- 
nent validity, by the opinion of their public law offi- 
cer in the preceding extract, and exercised so often 
since, by the frequent suspension of their habeas coy- 
pus act, and their repeated laws for the exportation 
of aliens? 

There should be a spirit of concert and of action 
among the slave-holding states, and a determined re- 
sistance to any violation of their local institutions. 
The crisis seems to have arrived when we are called 
upon to protect ourselves. The president of the United 
States, and his law adviser, so far from resisting the 
efforts of a foreign ministry, appear to be disposed, 
by an argument drawn from the overwhelming pow- 
ers of the general government, to make us the passive 
instruments of a policy, at war, not only with our 
interests, but destructive also of our national exis- 
tence. The evils of slavery have been visited upon 
us by the cupidity of those who are now the cham- 





| pions of universal emancipation. A firm determina- 
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tion to resist, at the threshhold, every invasion of our 
domestic tranquility, and to preserve our sovereignty 
and independence as a state, is earnestly recommend- 


ed; and, if an appeal to the first principles of the right 


of sclf-government be disregarded, and reason be 
successfully combatted by sophistry and error, there 
would be more glory in forming a rampart with our 
bodies on the confines of our territory, than to be 
the victims of a successful rebellion, or the slaves of 
a great consolidated government. 
Respectfully, your fellow-citizen, 
JOHN L. WILSON. 
EX&CUTIVE DEPARTMENT, GEORGIA, 
Milledgeville, 10th January, 1824. 

Sir: In compliance with the request of the legis- 
lature of Georgia, I enclose a copy of a resolution, 
proposing an amendment to the constitution of the 
United States. 

Very respectfully, G. M. TROUP. 
IN SENATE—Dee. 17th, 1823. 

Be it resolved, by the senate and house of representatives 
of the state of Georgia, in general assembly met, and it is 
hereby resolved, by the authority of the same, That 
the following shall be proposed as an amendment to 
the constitution of the United States: 

“‘That no part of the constitution of the United States 
ought to be consirued, or shall be construed, to authorize 
the importation or ingress of any person of color into any 
one of the United States, contrary to the laws of such 
state.” 3 | 

And that his excellency the governor be, and he is, 
hereby, requested to communicate this resolution to 
the governors of the different states, with a request 
that the same may be submitted to their respective 
legislatures, and that he also communicate the same 
to our senators and representatives in congress. 

THOMAS STOCKS, Pres’dt Senate, 
DAVID ADAMS, Speaker of H. of R. 

-Ipproved, 22d December, 1823. 

G, M. TROUP, Governor. 
2tC >The following resolutions were introduced 
into the senate—and, after debate, passed, 36 to 6. 

Resolved, That the state of South Carolina is desir- 
ous of complying with any measure necessary to pro- 
mote harmony between this state and the govern- 
ment of the United States and foreign nations, and 
will cheerfully comply in all cases which do not in- 
volve a surrender of the safety and inherent rights of 
the state. 

Resolved, That the legislature of this state has care- 
fully considered the documents transmitted by the 
president of the United States, being a correspondence 
with the British minister relative to a law, passed De- 


cember, 1822, regulating free negroes and persons of | 
color, and can yet perceive no departure from the | 





nce 


Resolved, That this legislature is aware of the dai’ 
gerous and insiduous conduct of a party in Great Bri. 
tain and the United States, who were ever ready to 
indulge their benevolent propensities at the expense 
of their neighbors, and who seem to reflect with com- 
placency on the scenes of carnage and cruelty, which 
must be the result of their inconsiderate and mis- 
chievous machinations. 

Resolved, That this legislature sees, with surprise, 
that the attention of the British minister was not dj- 
rected te the numerous acts which have been passed 
by the parliament of Great Britain within the last 
twenty years, for the expulsion of aliens, and for the 
repeal of the habeas corpus act, founded on the sus- 
picion that foreigners were interfering with the do- 
mestic tranquility of the country, and justified, in 
Great Britain, by the very law of self-preservation to 
which we now appeal. 

Resolved, That this legislature, having received a 
very strange and ill-advised communication from the 
legislature of the state of Ohio, approves of the reply 
of the governor of Georgia to a similar communica- 
tion, and will, on this subject, be ready to make com- 
mon cause with the state of Georgia, and the other 
southern states similarly circumstanced in this re- 
spect. 

Resolved, Therefore, that the legislature of South- 
Carolina protests against any claims of right, of the 
United States, to interfere, in any manner whatever, 
with the domestic regulations and preservatory mea- 
sures in respect to that partof her property which 
forms the colored population of the state, and which 
property they willnot permit tobe meddled with, or 
tampered with, or in any manner ordcred, regulated, 
or controlled by any other power,{foreign or domestic, 
than this legislature. 





Documents 
FROM THE WAR DEPARTMENT. 

The secretary of war to the president of the 0. States. 
Department of war, December 3d, 1824. 

Sir: In compliance with your directions, I here- 
with transmit reports from the various branches of 
the military establishment, lettered from A to K, 
which contain a full statement of the administration 
of that portion of the public service which is confid- 
ed to the department of war. The reports afford 
satisfactory evidence, that a high degree of excellence 
has been attained in the admistration of the different 
branches of the department. Not aninstanceof de- 
falcation, or loss, has thus far occurred, and there is 
every reason to believe that the disbursements of the 
year will be made without the loss of a cent to the go- 
vernment. The accounts have already been rendered 
for nearly all the money which has been drawn from 
the treasury in the three first quarters of the year, on 


duties and rights of this state, or of the United States, | account of the army, fortifications, ordnance, and 


in that law. 


Indian affairs, and it is anticipated, with confidence, 


Resolved, That the legislature sees, with profound re-! thatthe accounts of the whole of the disbursements, 


gret, the alarming symptoms of an unconstitutional | 


these quarters, will be rendered before the termination 


interference with her colored population, whose con- lof the year. The old unsettled accounts of the de- 


dition, as it existed at the establishment of the present 
constitution of the United States, is expressly recog- 


partment which, at the commencement of the pre- 
sent administration, amounted to $45,111,123, have 


nized, (paragraph 3 of sec. 2, of art. 1), and distinct- | been reduced to $3,136,991; and further aecumula- 


iy guaranteed by that instrument. 

Resolved, That it is as much the duty of the state to 
guard against insubordination or insurrection among 
our colored population, or to contro] and regulate 
any.cause which might excite or produce it, as to 
guard against any other evil, political or physical, 
which might assail us. This duty is paramount toall 
laws, all treaties, all constitutions. It arises from the 
supreme and permanent law of nature, the law of 
self-preservation; and will never, by this state, be 
renounced, compromised, cogtrolled or participated 
with any power whatever. 





tion is effectually prevented in the department by 
by strict fidelity and punctuality in expenditure and 
settlement of accounts. 

In order to improve the discipline'of the artillery, 
eleven companies have been collected at fortress 
Monroe, at Old Point Comfort, which have been form- 
ed into acorps, as a school of practice for the artillery: 
The dispersed condition of the artillery rendered the 
measure necessary to the improvement of its discip- 
line. By passing the whole corps, in succession, 
through the school, a degree of perfection will b¢ 
given to the discipline of the artillery, nearly, if no! 
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quite, equal to that which could be attained, were it {the experiment, but the river remained too full dur- 
practicable to collect it into one body, instead of | ing the fall for a fair trial. Under the other provi- 
peing dispersed, a: it is, in garrisons in the different | sions of the act, directing measures to be taken to re- 
fortresses along the whole line of the coast. To|move the snags sawyers and planters,'which obstruct 
carry the arrangement into full effect, will require |the navigation of the Ohio and Mississippi, a con~- 
the aid of congress. An appropriation, in particular, | tracthas been formed with a gentleman, experienced 
will be necessary, to furnish horses for instruction in jin their navigation, to free both of these rivers from 
the light artillery exercise, which may be also used | all such obstructions, in conformity with the provi- 








in instructing the cavalry drill; abranch of service | sions of the act, for the sum of $60,000, topaid onthe _-. 


in which the army is now without skill or instruc- | execution of the work. In the contract it is stipulat-~ 
tion. ed, that it shall be executed under the superinten- 
A board of officers has been constituted to revise | dence and inspection of an officer of the corps of en- 
the book of field exercise and mancetivres of infantry, | gineers. . 
which was adopted at the close of the late war, in| In order tocarry into effect the act of congress, of 
order to a new and more correct edition; and to adapt | the 30th April last, authorizing the president ‘‘to 
it, as far as practicable, to the service of milita. It} cause the necessary surveys, plans and estimates, to 
is proposed, also, to add to it a system of light infan- | be made, of the routes of such roads and canals, as 
try and cavalry drill,and to correct and enlarge the | he may deem of national importance in a commercial 
military rules and regulations, so as to render them | or military point of view, or necessary to the trans- 


- as perfect as is practicable with our present experi-| portation of the public mail,” a board was constitut 


ence. ed, consisting of general Bernard and colonel] Totten, 
The organization of the Indian department has | of the engineer corps, and John L. Sullivan, an ex- 
been much improved in the course of the year; the | perienced civil engineer. It became necessary in 
beneficial effects of which is already apparent in its | giving orders tothe board, under the act, to determine 
jrmproved administration. what routes for roadsfand canals were of ‘‘national 
The hostilities of the remote tribes on the Missouri | importance,” in the views contemplated by the act, 
still continue, and has extended, in some degree, to | as such only as the president might deem to be of that 
those on the upper Missouri and the upper lakes. | description were authorized to be examined and sur- 
The continued hostility among the various tribes them- | veyed. In deciding this point, it became necessary 
selves in that quarter, it is believed, has contributed, | to advert to our politica] system, inits distribution of 
in no small degree, to the murder of our citizens and , powers and duties between the general and the state 
depredations on their property, which have occurred; governments. In thus regarding our system, it was 
and measures have been taken to effect, if possible, conceived that all of those routes of roads and canals, 
a general pacification among them. which might be fairly considered as falling within the 
The season was too far advanced when the act province of any particular state, however useful they 
passed, to carry intoeffect the intention of congress might be in acommercial or political view, or, to the 
in authorizing treaties to be held with the remote | transportation of the mail, were excluded from the 
tribes on the Missouri, by eommissioners to be ap- provisions of the act. The states have important 
pointed by the president, and to be accompanied by a | duties to perform, in facilitating, by means of roads 
military escort. The commissioners have, however, and canals, commercial and political intercourse 
deen appointed, (general Atkinson and major O’Fal- | among their citizens; and within the spheres of these 
ton, the agent on the Missouri), and measures adopted , duties, they are more competent to act than the ge- 
to carry the provisions of the act into effectas soon in , neral government, and there can be no rational doubt, 
the spring as the season will admit. It is believed but that, as the population and capital of the several 
that much good will result from the measure, by giv- | states increase, these powerful means of developing 
img increased security to our citizens and trade in their resources wil] receive from their respective le- 
that remote region; but it is feared that nothing short | gislatures due attention. But as numerous as this 
of permanent military posts will afford cemplete se- | class of improvement is, and important as it may be 
curity to either. |to the genera] government, in the discharge of the 
The appropriation of the sum of $10,000 annually, | various duties confided by the constitution to it, there 
for the civilization of the Indians, is producing very | are other improvements not comprehended in it, of a 
beneficial effects, by improving the condition of the | more general] character, which are more essevtially 
various tribes in our neighborhood. Already $2 connected withthe performance of its duties, while 








schools are established in the Indian nations, and, | 
for the most part, are well conducted, in which, dur- 
ing the present year, 916 youths of both sexes have 
been instructed in reading, writing, arithmetic, and all 
of the ordinary occupations of life. So large a body 
of well instructed youths, of whom several hundred 
will annually return to their homes, cannot failto ef- 
fect a beneficial change in the condition of this un- 
happy race 

The acts making appropriations for the repairs of 
Plymouth beach, the improvement of the entrance 
into the harbor of Presqu’ isle, on lake Erie, and of 
the navigation of the Ohio and Mississippi, claimed 
the early attention of the department. 

The execution of the two first of these works, was 
placed under the superintendence of officers of the 
corps of engineers. The first is nearly completed, 
and preparatory arrangements have been made for 
the early execution of the second. An officer, also, 
of the corps, was assigned to the execution of the act 
for the improvement of the navigation of the Ohio, so 
far as it authorized an experiment to be made in re- 
moving the sand bars, which obstructed the naviga- 


they are less intimately conneeted with those belone 
ing to the state governments, and less within their 
power of execution. It is believed that this class 

and this only, was comprehended within the provit 
sions of the act In projecting the surveys in this 
view of the subject, the whole union must be con- 
sidered as one, and the attention directed, not to those 
roads and canals which may facilitate intercourse be- 
tween parts of the same state, but tothose which may 
bind all of the partstogether, and the whole with the 
centre, thereby facilitating commerce and inter- 
course among the states, and enabling the government 
to disseminate promptly, through the mail, informa- 
tion to every part, and to extend protection to the 
whole. By extending those principles, the line of 
communication by roads and canals, through the 
states, the general government, instead of interfering 
with the state governments within their proper spheres 
of action, will afford (particularly ‘to those states 
situated in the interior), the only means of perfecting 
improvements of similar description, which properly 
belong to them. 





tion ofthatriver. The officer was prepared to make 


apply them to our actual geographical position, to 


These principles being fixed, it only remained to 
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determine what particular routes were of ‘‘national 
importance,” and which, accordingly, the board 
should be directed to examine, in order to cause 
surveys, plans and estimates, to be prepared, as di- 
rected by the act. +; 

The first and most important, was conceived to be 
the route for a canal extending from the seat of go- 
vernment, by the Potomac, to the Ohio river, and 
thence to Lake Erie; and, accordingly, as soon as the 
board was organized, it was ordered to examine and 
cause this important route to be surveyed. Dr. Wil- 
liam Howard and Mr. James Shriver, both of whom 
were well acquainted with the localities of the route, 
were associated as assistants with the board. Two 
topographical brigades, (all that could be spared 
from the survey of the coast, for the purpose of forti- 
fication), and one brigade of surveyors, under Mr. 
Shriver, were placed under the orders of the board. 

The examination of the route was completed in 
September: but the survey will not be finished till 
the next season. That part of it, however, which is 
most interesting, the section of the summit level of 
the Alleghany, including its eastern slope, is com- 
pleted, which, it is hoped, will enable the board to 
determine, during the present winter, on the practi- 
cability of the project. Should it prove practicable, 
its execution would be of incalculable advantage to 
the country. It would bind together, by the strong- 
est bond of common interest and security, a very 
large portion of this union: but, in order fully to rea- 
lize its “importance in a national point of view,” it 
will be necessary to advertto some of the more strik- 
ing geographical features of our country. 

The United States may be considered, in a geogra- 
phical point of view, as consisting of three distinct 
parts; of which the portion extending along the 
shores of the Atlantic, and back to the Alleghany 
mountains, constitutes one; that lying on the lakes and 
the St. Lawrence another; and that watered by the 
Mississippi, including its various branches, the other. 
These several portions are very distinctly marked by 
wel] defined lines, and have naturally but little con- 
nection, particularly in a commercial point of view. 
It is only by artificial means of communication that 
this natural separation can be overcome; to efiect 


which much has already been done. The great ca-! 


Mal of New York firmly unites the country of the 
takes with the Atlantic through the channel of the 
North River; and the national road from Cumber- 
land to Wheeling, commenced under the adminis- 
tration of Mr. Jefferson, unites, but more imperfect- 
by, the western with the Atlantic states. But the 
complete union of these separate parts, which geo- 


ae pe constitute our country, can only be ef- | 


ected by the completion of the projected canal to 
the Ohio and Lake Erie, by means of which the 
country lying on the lakes will be firmly united to 
that on the western waters, and both with the Atlan- 


tic states, and the whole intimately connected with | 


the centre. These considerations, of themselves, 
‘vithout taking into view others, fairly bring this great 


work within the provision of the act directing the | 


surveys; but, when we extend our views, and consi- 
der the Ohio and the Mississippi, with its great 
branches, but as a prolongation of the canal, it must 
be adinitted to be not only of national importance, 
but of the very highest national importance, in a com- 
mercial, military and political point of view. Thus 
considered, it involves the completion of the improve- 


ments of the navigation of both of these rivers, which | 


has been commenced under the apprepriation of the 
jast session of congress; and, also, canals round the 
falls of the Ohio at Louisville, and Muscle Shoals on 
the Tennessee river, both of which, it is believed, 
cap be executed at a moderateexpense. With these 
improvements, the projected canal would not only 
unite the three great sections of the country together, 


— aOR OT me 


(as has been pointed out, but would alse unite, in the 
‘most intimate manner, all of the states on the lakes 
and the western waters among themselves, and give 
complete effect to whatever improvement may be 
‘made by those states individualiy. The advantages, 
.in fact, from the completion of this single work, as 
proposed, would be so extended and ramified through- 
| out these great divisions of our country, already con- 
| taining so large a portion of our population, and destin- 
‘ed, in a few generatiuas, to ou’ number the mos! popu 
‘lous states of Europe, as to leave in that quarter no 
other work for the execution of the general govern- 
/ment, excepting only the extension of Cumberlana. 
|road from Wheeling to St. Louis, which is also con- 
ceived to be of ‘‘national importance ” 

The route which is deemed next in importance ina 
national point of view, is the one extending through 
the entire tier of the Atlantic states, including those 
on the Gulf of Mexico. By-adverting to the division 
of our country, through which this route must pass, 
it will be seen that there is a striking difference in 
geographical features between the portions which 
extend south and north of the seat of government, 
including the Chesapeake bay, with its various arms 
in the latter division. In the northern part of 
the division, all of the great rivers terminate in 
deep and bold navigable estuaries, while an oppo- 
site character distinguishes the mouths of the rivers 
in the other. This difference gives greater advan- 
tage to improvement, by canal, in the northern, and 
less in the southern, division. In the former it is 
conceived to be of high national importance to unite 
its deep and capacious bays bya series of canals; and 
the board was accordingly instructed to examine 
the routes for canals between the Delaware and the 
Rariion, between Barnstable and Buzzard’s bays, and 
Boston harbor and Narraganset bay. The execution 

ofthe very important link in this line of communica- 

| tion between the Delaware and the Chesapeake, hav- 
|ing been already commenced, was not comprehend- 
|}ed in the order. These orders will be executed by 
‘the board before the termination of the season. The 
_important results which would follow from the com- 
pletion of this chain, in a commercial, military and 
_ political point of view, are so striking, that they need 
not be dwelton. It would, at all times, in peace and 
| War, afford a prompt, cheap and safe communica- 
, tion-wetween all of the states north of the seat of go- 
| vernment, and greatly facilitate their communication 
-with the ceatre of the union. The states of New 
| Hampshire and Maine, though lying beyond the point 
where these improvements would terminate, would 
not, on that account, less participate in the advan- 
tages, as they are no less interested than Massachn- 
setts herself, in avoiding the long and dangerous pas- 
sage around Cape Cod, which would be effected b) 
the union of Barnstable with Buzzard’s bay. 

In the section lying south of this, none of these 
advantages for communication by canals exist. A 
line of inland navigation extends, it is true, alony 
/nearly the whole line of coasts which is susceptible 
of improvement, and may be rendered highly servicc- 
able, particularly in war, and on that account mo 
| be fairly considered of “national importance.” Tixe 
Disinal Swamp canal, from the Chesapeake bay to 
Albemarle Sound, which is nearly eompleted, consti- 
tutes a very important link in this navigation. But 
it is conceived that, for the southern division of our 
|country, the improvement which would best effect 
the views of congress, would be a durable road, ex- 
tending from the seat of government to New Orleans, 
through the Atlantic states; and the board will ac- 
'cordingly receive instructions to examine the route 
as soon as the next season will permit. 

‘he completion of this work, and the line of canals 
{to the north, would unite the several Atlantic states, 
tinelycing those on the gulf, ina strongbond of unign, 
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takes and the western waters, by the improvement 
rojected in that quarter. 

These three great works, then, the canal to Ohio 
and Lake Erie, with the improvement of the naviga- } 
tion of the Ohio, Mississippi, and the canal round the 
Muscle Shoal; the series of canals connecting the 
bays north of the seat of government, and a durable 
youd extending from the seat of government to New 
Orleans, uniting the whole of the southern Atlantic 
states, are conceived to be the most important ob- 
jects within the provisions of the act of the last ses- 
‘sion. The beneficial effects which would flow from 
such a system of improvement would extend di- 
rectly and immediately to every state in the union; 
and the expenditure that would be required for its 
completion, would bear a fair proportion to the 
wealth and population of the several sections of the 
country, at least, as they will stand a few years hence. 
When completed, it would greatly facilitate com- 
merce and intercourse among the states, while it 
would afford to the government the means of trans- 
mitting information, through the mail, promptly to 
avery part, and of giving effectual protection to 
svery portion of our widely extended country. 

There are several other routes which, though not 
sssential to the system, are deemed of great impor- 
tance in a commercial and military point of view, 
and which the board will receive instructions to 
examine. Among these the most prominent is the 
connection, wherever it may prove practicable, of 
the eastern and western waters, through the princi- 
pal rivers discharging themselves into the Atlantic 
and the Gulf of Mexico: for example, the Alabama 
and Savannah rivers with the Tennessee, James river 
with the Kenawa, and the Susquehannah with the 
Alleghany; which last will be more particularly ad- 
verted to ina subsequent part of the report. To 
these we may add, the route from Lake Champlain 
to the St. Lawrence, and from the river St. John 
across Florida Neck, to the Gulf of Mexico. They 
are both deemed important; but the latter particu- 
farly so. Should it prove practicable, its beneficial 
effects would be great, comprehensible and durable. 
The whole of the Atlantic and western states would 


deeply partake in its advantages. Besides the faci-} 


lity of intercourse which it would afford between 
those states, our trade with Mexico, Guatimala, and 


greatly facilitated, but rendered much more secure. 

The board have, besides those already mentioned, 
examined, in conjunction with Pennsylvania com- 
missioners, a route for a canal from the Allegiiany 
to the Susquehannah. In addition to the importance 
of this route to a large portion of the west, and the 
state of Pennsylvania, it was thought to possess other 
and strong claims on the attention of the government. 
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and connect the whole with the centre, which would | cers, notwithstanding every officer of the corps has 


‘also be united, as has been shown, with those on the | been on active duty during the season. 


I have the honor to remain, your obedient servant, 
J. C. CALHOUN. 
To the president of the United States. 
LIST OF DOCUMENTS 


Transmitted from the war department to the president, to 


accompany his message to congress. 
A. Report of major general Brown, concerning the 


organization, distribution, and disbursements, &c. of 
the army. | 


B. Report of the quartermaster general. 
C. Report of the commissary general of subsis- 


tence. 


TD. Report of the paymaster general. 

E. Report of the surgeon general. 

F. Report of the commissary general of purchases. 
G. Report of the engineer department, with report 


of the board of visiters on the state of the military 
| academy. ' 


H. Report of the ordnance department. 
I. Statement concerning pensions. 
J. Statement of bounty lands. 
K. Statement of Indian affairs. 
A. 
HEAD-QUARTERS OF THE ARMY, 
Washington, 20th Nov. 1324. 
Sin: Agreeably to your instructions of the Ist inst. 


Ihave the honor to lay before you the returns and 
statements following, viz: 


A. A statement of the organization of the army, 
azreeably to the act of congress of 2d March, 
1821. 

B. A return of the strength of the army, from the 
last regimental and other returns, received at 
head quarters. 

C. A return shewing the distribution of the troops 
in the eastern department. 

D. A return shewing the distribution of the troops 
in the western department, ? 

E. A statement shewing the number of men en- 
listed, the amount of money advanced for the 
purposes of recruiting, and the amount for 
which recruiting accounts have been render- 
ed for settlement, from Ist Oct. 1823, to 30th 
Sept. 1824. 7 

By statement E, it will be seen that $5,224 87 re- 


mains unexpended in the hands of the recruiting offi- 
cers. This sum is now in a course of application to 
the recruiting service, and there is no doubt, from 
the promptitude and correctness of the recruiting 
officers, that it will, when the proper time: arrives, 
be regularly accounted for. 


Brevet major general Gaines is just completing a 


tour of inspection, embracing the posts on the upper 
and lower fakes; but his report has not been re- 
ceived. 


During the early part of the year, a tour of in- 


it is believed to be one of the most promising routes } spection was performed by brevet major gen. Scott, 


to cross the Alleghany by a canal communication, 
and should that by the Potomac prove impracticable, 
it might afford the means of effecting the great ob- 





jects intended by the canal projected by that route. 


embracing the postson the Florida Gulf and the Mis- 
sissippi river, commencing at fort St. Philip, below 
New-Orleans, and terminating at fort St. Anthony. 


During the months of March, April and May, co- 


When the various routes to which I have referred | lonel Wool inspeeted ali the posts on the Atlantic 
fare examined and surveyed, and plans and estimates | coast, between Savanah, Georgia and Portsmouth, 
tormed, in conformity with the directions of the act,! N. H. During the months of June, July and August, 
it will present so full a view of the whole subject, as | he inspected the posts of Sackett’s Harbor, Niagara, 


will enable congress to commence and complete sueh | 
a system of internal improvement as it may deem} 
proper, with the greatest possible advantage. 

In conclusion, I have to remark, that experience | 


Detroit, Sault St. Marie and Green Bay. 

Colonel Archer has inspected the posts of Baton 
Rouge, New-Orleans, fort St. Philip, Petite Coquille, 
Pensacola, and all the posts.on the Atlantic frontier, 


has shown, that the corps of engineers is too small to| between Washington city and fort Sullivan, Me. in- 
perform the various duties which are assigned to it.| cluding the national armory, at Springfield, Massa- 


its duties have been more than trebled since its estab- | 
‘ishment, and are increasing every year. During the | 


chusetts. 
The reports of inspections, performed by the 


present year much inconvenience has been expe-| commanding officers of artillery regiments, are not 
“enced for the want of a sufficient number of offi-| yet received, 
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The general condition of the army, the state of its 
discipline, administration, &c. are as favorable as 
eould be expected. The infantry regiments have, 
perhaps, attained as much excellence;as is compati- 
dle with the state of dispersion which naturally 
grows out of the physical relations of the country, 
and the exigencies of the publicservice. In the ar- 
tillery regiments, an important accession of scientific 
and experimental knowledge is to be expected from 
the school of practice, which has gone into operation 
at fortress Monroe. 

In addition to the intelligence which I have above 
presented, in obedience to your instructions, I have 
thought proper to submit, for your consideration, 
some reflections upon a subject connected, in the 
most intimate manner,with the welfare of the army. 
{ mean the evil. of desertion—an evil which has 
grown to 2 serious magnitude, and exerts am un- 
happy influence upon the numerical force and effi- 
ciency of the army, upon its moral character, and 


“-apon the fund appropriated by the government for 


its suppurt. Its effect upon the numerical force and 
efficiency of the army is, by withdrawing from the 
ranks a Jarge numberof men, of whom the greater 
part succeed in eluding the vigilance of pursuit, and 
the residue are devoted to hard labor and imprison- 
ment in garrison, which are the highest penalties 
awarded to the crime; in either case their services 
as soldiers, are lost to the army. Its effect upon the 
moral character of the army is, to degrade the spirit 
of the profession by relaxing its moral ties, and by 
merging the infamy of the crime in the multiplica- 
tion of example. Its effect upon the fund appropri- 
ated to the support of the army is, by increasing the 
expenditure of the recruiting service from the ne- 
eessity of keeping the ranks of the army full, by pro- 
viding a recruit, at a considerable expense, to supply 
the place of every deserter who eludes apprehen- 
sion. 

The comforts which the soldier enjoys from the 
liberal provision of the government, his exemption 
from all arbitrary restraint, and the mildness and 
regularity which distinguish the administration of 
the army, leave no imaginable cause for the preva- 
lency of desertion, but the inadequacy of the punish- 
ment annexed to it bylaw. Intime of war, it is sup- 
pressed by the infliction of capital punishment; but 
it has not been customary to inflict the sentence of 
death upon deserters in time of peace. Before the 
late war, punishment by stripes operated as a partial, 
if not an efficient restraint; but this mode of punish- 
ment was abolished by law, at a time when it was 
deemed necessary,in order to engage individuals of 
respectable connexions and elevated spirit, to enter 
the ranks, to expunge from the governrrent of the 
army every feature which was repugnant to the mo- 
ral elevation of man. It has been my opinion that it 
would become necessary, if the government should 
continue to enlist into the army foreigners, who 
have generally been accustomed to the lash, and can- 
not easily be governed without it, to revive by law, 
the punishment by stripes, under the discretion of our 
courts martial; but, as you have consented to the 
prohibition of their enlistment, it is at least due to 
the character of our native soldiery, to make a fur- 
ther experiment to govern them without resorting to 
expedients which are not altogether in harmony with 
the genius of our institutions or the spirit of the age. 

Experience having proved that the established sys- 
tem of punishment is inadequate to the suppression 
of the crime, and that it is vain to rely altogether 
upon the influence of moral obligation, I can conccive 
no other mode of securing the fidelity of the soldier 
than by creating ar artificial interest, which will bind 
him to the service. With a view to this object, I 
would recommend that provision be made, by law, to 
retain a portion of his monthly pay in the hands of 








re a 


the government, until the expiration of his term of 
enlistment, and to make an honorable discharge the 
condition ofits payment. The smallest portion which 
I would advise to be retained is one dollar per month 

and the largest portion two dollars. A sum smaller 
than the former would be inadequate to produce jn 
the soldier the necessary interest, and a sum larger 
than the latter would make too serious an inroad upon 
his comforts. Assuming the medium, one dollar and 
fifty cents, as the proper standard, let us_examine 
its influence upon the army and the public treasures. 
At the expiration of his first year’s service, every sql- 
dier would have in the possession of the government 
eighteen dollars; at the end of the second year, thirty- 
six dollars; and at the expiration of his term of en- 
listment, ninety dollars. The regular monthly .ia- 
crease of the sum in expectancy, would be a con- 
stantly inéreasing motive to a faithful performance 
of his duties; and: he would be confirmed im his course 
of fidelity and obedience to the laws, by the consider- 
ation that an honorable discharge would put him in 
possession of asum sufficient to sustain him in trans- 
ferring his industry, if he should think proper, to a 
new pursuit. In the meantime,.if he should desert, 
the sum retained from his pay would, in some cases, 
be sufficient, and in all cases go far towards enabling 
the government to provide a recruit to supply his 
piace. Thus, the expense of filling vacancies occa- 
sioned by a violation of the laws, would principally 
fall, as in justice it ought, upon the offenders them- 
selves, and not upon the public, against which the of 
fence is committed. 

The more I reflect upon this subject, the more 
firmly Iam strengthened in the conviction that the 
frequency of desertion will be materially abridged bs 
the measure which I have the honor to suggest. 1i 
my position is correct, it will be apparent that the effi- 
ciency of the army will be augmented, that its moral 
character will be elevated, and that the branch of pub- 
lic expenditure heretofore referred to,wil! be brought 
within the smallest limits to which, under the most 
favorable circumstances, it is susceptible of being re- 
duced. If it should be found by experience that this 
measure is ineffectual, and that it is necessary, by se- 
vere and humiliating penalties, to punish, where inte- 
rest and the sense of moral obligation are inadequate 
to restrain, it will be a consolation to reflect, when 
we are compelled to have recourse to expedients like 
these, that those of a milder character have been ex- 
hausted. 

I have the honor to be, most respectfully, sir, your 
obedient servant, JAC. BROWN. 

Hun. J. C. Calhoun, secretary of war. : 

The total present strength of the army is 5,779 men. 
The aggregate allowed by Jaw is 6,183 The number 
of men enlisted during the year, ending 30th Sept. 
last, was 2,558. 

A distribution of the officers and men at the differ- 
ent posts next follows. It is nearly the same as it 
was last year, and it does not seem necessary to re- 
peat the account of it. 

The unsettled balance yet in the hands of recruit 
ing officers, amounts only to the sum of $5,224 87. 

The Quartermaster general reports a balance yet 
to be accounted for, in the sum of $41,219 92— 
24,352 of which was remitted at such late periods in 
the third quarter, as not to reach its destination in 
time to be included in the accounts rendered. The 
money that passed through his hands was $299,344 73. 

The Commissary general of subsistence remittec 
the sum of $298,660 27—of which only $26,992 0° 
remains to be accounted for—and some of the posts 
are so remote that the returns could not be received 
in time. It is his opinion that ‘‘no loss whatever” wu 


accrue during the year. 
The report of the Paymaster general is of the same 


















































eee 
ee 


term of 
rge the 
) Which 
month, 
smaller 
luce jn 
larger 
id upon 
lar and 
kamine 
asures, 
ry $ql- 
Poment 
thirty- 
of en- 
bly .in- 
a £on- 
mance 
course 
nsider- 
him in 
trans- 
Pr, toa 
lesert, 
cases, 
abling 
ly his 
occa- 
‘ipally 
them- 
the of 


more 
at the 
red by 
st. If 
le effi- 
mora] 
f pub- 
rought 
> most 
ing re- 
at this 
by se- 
B ipte- 
quate 
when 
ts like 
2n ex- 


our 


F A 


* 


imen. 
ymber 
Sept. 


liffer- 
-as it 
to re- 


cruit 
87. 
re yet 
92— 
ds in 
on in 
The 
14 73 
ritted 
j2 07 
osts 
ae 
> wil 


game 


ia ee pie 


os 


Pe a 


LR RRR tes Bat ee aie 


Si Sie 


Fee ard | 


‘ferent fortifications have been regularly carried on. 


' year 1823, was $196,924; that of the armory at Har- 


NILES’ REGISTER—DECEMBER 25, 1824—CONGRESS. 


269 





— Zz 





pleasing character. Out of more than $839,000 drawn 
from the treasury, a balance of only $13,402 53 cents 
remains to be settled up. 

All the accounts of the surgeon general are closed, 
except in the sum of $72 09. The annual expense of 
medical stores for the army has not been more than 
$2 50 per man. The deaths in the army in the two 
first quarters of the year were but 53, and 13 of them 
were frqgm consumption. 


The affairs of the “purchasing department” are 
settled up. The cost of articles for clothing the army 
2s, generally, less, at this time, than it was two years 
ago. 

The reports from the “Engineer department” and 
concerning the military academy, are very interest- 
ing—but too long to insert at length, and of a nature 
that will not allow of abstracts. Great industry and 
care is evidently manifested. The works on the dif- 


‘The “Ordnance department” shews the same rigid 
decountability. Out of $354,387 41, transmitted or 


paid, 15,285 57 remain unexpended. The expense} 


of the national armory, in Springfield, Mass. for the 


per’s Ferry, Vir. was $194,368.* In the year 1823, 
15,000 stand of arms were distributed amongst the 
militia of the several states and territories, under the 
act of 1808, “‘for arming and equipping the whole 
body of the militia.” 


The number of revolutionary pensioners ts 13,034, 
that of invalid pensioners, 3,736, and that of half- 
pay, in lieu of bounty land, 202. Of the first class 
there died, in the three first quarters of 1824, 441; of 
the second class, 73; of the third class, none. The an- 
nual amount of pensions to the first class is 1,337,316 
dollars, to the second $298,000, to the third $9,876. 

The number of military bounty land warrants is- 
sued, up to the 22d of November, 1824, is 26,761, 
covering 4,475,632 acres of land. 


The report from the office of Indian affairs shews 
that $282,654 13 have been drawn, and that a balance 
of 39,804 30 remains to be accounted for—chietly 
from disbursements for objects which are not yet 
completed. Itspeaks very favorable of the progress 
of the schools established among the Indians, as fol- 
lows: 

“The returns shew that $32 schools are now in ope- 
ration, containing 916 children. The reports of the 
superintendents are highly satisfactory. They cer- 
tainly demonstrate that no insuperable difficulty is in 
the way of a complete reformation of the principles 
and pursuits of the American Indian. Judging from 
what has been accomplished since the adoption, by 
the government, in 1819, of the system upon which 
all the schools are now operating, and making due 
allowance for the tardy advancements of the first 
two or three years, which were for the most part 
consumed in the work of preparation, and in over- 
coming the prejudices and apprehensions of the Indi- 
ans, there is good reason to believe, that an entire 
reformation may be effected, (I mean among the 
tribes bordering our settlements, and to whom those 
benefits have been extended), in the course of the 
present generation—it being with the children of the 
Indians that those have to do, who have undertaken 
this work ofreformation. 

“Nothing appears to be required to effect so humane 
an object but the necessary means for the support of 
the system, as its enlargement may be required; 
and the continued application of the same zeal and 
intelligence which have so far characterized those 
who superintend and conductit.”’ 
*23,839 muskets were made, 5,662 repaired, and 
15,232 cleaned, at these armories during the year, and 
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Further particulars, and, probably, some of the 
papers at length, especially the report from the Engi- 
neer department, will be noticed hereafter, as soon. 
as room is allowed. 

NT ES TLE NE OTL RE AE OL LU LE 


Kighteenth Congress—2d Session. 


SENATE. 
December 20. John McLean, of Miinois, elected @ 
senator for the remainder of the term of Ninian Ed- 
wards, appeared this day, produced his credentials, 
and took the oath of office. 
The president communicated to the senate a report 
from the secretary of war, containing the names and 
annual pay of all public pensioners, in obedience to 
a resolution of the senate of the 10th of May last. 
Among the petitions presented, was one by Mr. 
Lowrie, from the chamber of commerce of the city.of 
Philadelphia, praying the construction of a break- 
water at the mouth of the Delaware, and for the sup- 
pression of piracy. 
Mr. Macon offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the committee on reilitary affairs be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of limiting the number of cadets at 
the military academy at West Point, to the number of members 
in the house of representatives, and that the number to be admit- 
ted from each state and territory, respectively, shall be the same 
as that of the representatives to which such state or territory shall 
be entitled, and that the brother of no person educated at the aca- 
demy shall be admitted so long as there be other applicants; and 
= provisions be made for admitting from the District of Colum- 
i 
The senate proceeded, as in committee of the 
whole, to the consideration of the bill “‘to authorize 
the legislature of Ohio to sell and convey certain tracts 
of land granted to said state for the use of the people 
thereof.” 
Mr. Barton stated, that the bill had been originally 
reported in the house of representatives upon the 
application of Ohio. The few salines mentioned in 
the bill had been granted to the state of Ohio, with a 
restriction upon her power to use them, to secure to 
her the article of salt, and with a view to prevent a 
monopoly of it. Since that time it had been found in 
abundance in different parts of the state, and the grant, 
so restricted in the rise, had become of little value to 
her. The committee were of opinion that the reason 
of the restriction had ceased, and that the prayer of 
the state ought to be granted. 
The bill was then ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading. 





Mr. Hayne, from the committee appointed on so 
much of the president’s message as relates to making 
a provision for the services of general Lafayette 
reported the following bill. 

Be it enacted by the senate and house of representatives 
of the United States, in congress assembled, That the sum 
of $260,000 be, and the same is hereby, granted to 
major general Lafayette, in compensation for his 
important services and expenditures during the Ame- 
rican revolution, and that, for this purpose, a stock t® 
that amount be issued in his favor, dated the 4thJuly, 
1824, bearing an annual interest of six per cent. paya- 
ble quarter yearly, and redeemable on the 3ist Dec. 
1834. 

Src. 2. .4nd be it further enacted, That one com- 
plete and entire township of land be, and the same is 
hereby, granted to the said major general Lafayette 
and that the president of the United States be autho- 
rized to cause the said township to be located on any 
of the publiclands which remain unsold, and that pa- 
tents be issued to general Lafayette for the same. 

On motion by Mr. Hayne, the bill was twice read, 
and made the order of the day for to-morrow. 

‘The senate then adjourned. 


December 21. Mr. Bouligny, elected a senator from 
the state of Louisiana, for the remainder of the term 





2 great deal of other work done, all which is specified. 


i< Henry Johuson, appeared to-day, produced his 
credentials, antl took the qualifying oath of office. 
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Petitions were presented— 

By Mr. Findlay, from the president and directors 
of the Chesapeake and Delaware canal company, 
praying the aid of the general government to the un- 
dertaking in which they are engaged. 

Mr. R. ©M. Johnson, of Kentucky, submitted the fol- 


lowing resolution for consideration: 

Resolved, That the committee on public lands be instructed to 
inquire into the expediency of making provision, by law, to au- 
thorize the several banks in which the public moneys arising from 
the sale of the public lands, were deposited, and which still owe 
balances tothe United States,on account of deposits to the United 
States, as well as the debtors of such banks, whose obligations have 
been transferred to the United States,to pay the same in lands, 
upon such terms as may be just and equitable. 


The resolution offered yesterday by Mr. Macon 
was taken up and agreed to. 

The senate proceeded, as in committee of the 
whole, to the consideration of the bill making pro- 
vision for the services and expenditures of general 
Lafayette. 

Mr. Macon rose, with great reluctance, to express 
his objections to the bill. He thought that more 
should not be done for an adopted son than for one 
of our own. Lafayette had made great sacrifices; 
but this was no reason why more should be done for 
him than for American citizens, who had spent their 
all in defence of their country, and equally hazarded 
their lives, &c. Mr. Brown, of Ohio, also objected to 
the bill—he wished to know what evidence had in- 
duced the committee to suppose that the amount pro- | 
posed was the proper amount of compensation. He 
wished the phraseology of the bill changed. Mr. 
Hayne went into a long and able exposition of the 
general’s services; and, as to the matter of compen- 
sation, made it out that he was fully entitled to the 
sum proposed. [We shall insert this speech at length 
because of the interesting facts that it discloses. |— 
Messrs. Macon and Brown spoke again—ihey each had 
a full sense of Lafayette’s worth and services; but 
disapproved of the bill or of the manner in which it 
was drawn. Mr. Noble also opposed it, on the latter 
ground. 

The yeas and nays on the passage of the bill being 


called for by Mr. Noble, were as follows— 

YEAS—Messrs. Barbour, Bouligny, Branch, Chandler, Clayton, 
Dickerson, Eaton, Jackson, Johnson of Ky. Johnston, of Lou. Kel- 
hy, King, of Alab. King, of N. Y. Knight, Lanman, Lloyd, of Mass. 
Llogd, of Md. Edwards, Elliott, Findlay, Gaillard, Hayne, Holmes, 
of Maine, Holmes, of Miss. Lowrie, MeLean, Mills, Palmer, Par- 
rott, Seymour, Smith, Talbot, Taylor, ‘Thomas, Van buren, Van 
Dyke, Williams. 

NAYS—Messrs. Barton, Bel], Brown, Cobb, Macon, Noble, Rug- 


So the bill was passed and sent to the house of re- 
presentatives for concurrence. 
Mr. Barbour submitted the following, which was 


taken up and agrecd to: 

“Resolved, That the president of the United States be requested 
to cause to be communicated to the senate, such information as he 
mey possess, (and which may be safely communicated), relative to | 
the piracies referred to in his message, and the means heretofore 
adopted by the executive for their suppression; and that the presi- 
demit be also requested to state the additional means necessary and 
ex pedient to be entrusted to the executive for the suppresion of the 
same. 

After consideration of executive business, 

The senate adjourned. 


December 22. Mr. Ruggles submitted the following 





resolution for consideration: 

Resolved, Vhat the president be requested to cause to be commu. | 
nicated to the senate the number of merchant vessels, belonging to 
the citizens of the United States with their names, owners, and 
merchandise, which have been captured or plundered, and of in- 


the first of December, 1823, and also, the number of pirates and 
piratical vessels that have been taken by our naval force since that 
period of time. - 

Mr. Johnston, of Leuisiana, laid the following reso- 
jutions on the table: 

“Resolved, That the public lands of the United States be appro- 
priated and pledged as a permanent and perpetual fund for educa- 
ion and internal improvement. 

“Resolved, Vhat the proceeds of the sales of the public lands, 
whey defraying the incidental expenses, be annually invested, by 





the sceretary of the treasury, in the stock ofthe bank of the Unit- | 
ed Statosor ie tbe stock of the government, or other stock, as con 


———— 


— 


krass may direct, together with the interest annually accruing 
thereon. 

“Resolved, That the year following the return of the next cen. 
sus, an.] immediately after the apportionment of representatives and 
every tenth y-ar thereaft-r, the proceeds of the interest arising 


on the said capital stock, shall be distributed according to the 


ratio of representation; one-half of which sum shall constitute 
fund for education, and the other half shall constitute a fund for in- 
ternal improvement, to be applied to these objects, under the au- 
thority of the respective states.” 


Many petitions were presented and referred; ané 
matters attended to which will sufficiently appear in 
the future details. 

The resolution submitted yesterday by Mr. John- 
son, of Kentucky, was taken up—the mover of ‘it sup- 
ported its passage and Mr. Eaton rejoined. It was 
laid on the table for the present. Adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

Thursday, Dec. 16. The following resolution, offer- 
ed yesterday by Mr. Livingston, was taken up and 
agreed to: 

Resolved, That the secretary of the treasury be directed to lay 
before this house an account of the unclaimed dividends on the 


public stock, if any, since the establishment of the present gu- 
vernment. 

The following resolution, offered yesterday by Mr. 
Brent, was then taken up and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the president of the United States be requested 
to inform this house, if it be not incompatible with the public 
welfare, of the causes which have prevented the execution of the 
4th article of the treaty of the 22d February, 1819, between the 
United States of Americaand the kingdom of Spain, so far as the 
same r lat-s to the surveying of the western boundary of the 
United States, and if the same has heen prc vented by the actual 
situation of thy government of Mexico in respect to the kingdom 
of Spain and this country, as connected with the said bouncary— 
wh therany measures have been taken to call the attention of the 
government of Mexico to the final establishment of a boundary 
between that country andthe United States. 


Mr. Rankin moved that the house now consider the 
bill confirming certain claims to land ip the western 
district of Louisiana. 

After some explanations the bill was ordered to be 
engrossed for a third reading to-morrow. 

The bill to authorize the secretary of the treasurt 
to adopt a new hydrometer for ascertaining the 
proof of liquors, was read a third time and passed. 

Mr. Wickliffe offered the following resolution; 
which was ordered to lie on the table: 


Resolved, ‘That it is expedient to amend the act of congress of 
the first of March, 1792, relative to electors of president and vice 
president, that the eppoimtnent of election, by the several states, 
shall be made upon the same day throughout th United States. 


Mr. Wickliffe stated that the same reasons which 
rendered it necessary that the votes of the electors 
of president should be given on the same day, ope- 
rated to make it equally necessary that the election 
of electors should be made onthe same day through- 
out the United States; and recent events had render- 
ed his conviction, on this subject, more settled He 
should move to lay the resolution on the table; which 
was agreed to. 

On motion of Mr. Hamilton, it was 

Resolved. ‘That the committee on military affairs be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of providing by law for the ap 
pointment of an additional number of deputy or assistant qu.rter 
masters, with a view of securing a more effective responsibility in 
the disbursement of property in that department. 

On motion of Mr. Tracy, the house resolved itseW 
into committee, on the bill further to amend the act 
authorizing the payment for property lost, captured 
or destroyed by the enemy while in the military ser- 
vice of the United States, and for other purposes— 
Mr. Campbell, of Ohio, in the chair. 

The bill was then read for amendments, when Mr, 
Wright, of Ohio, moved an amendment at the close 
of the first section, specifying that the cause of the 
destruction of the buildings was their occupancy by 
the United States. 

Mr. Tracy explained the bill at considerable length 
Mr. Wright replied. He was willing to pay for build- 


ings that had been destroyed while in the oceupa- 
tion of the United States, but not for those which 
bad at any time been so occupied. To obtain time 
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for considering the bill, the committee rose, &c. and 
the house adjourned. 

Friday, December 17. 
on Wednesday last. 

Messrs. Brent, Beecher, Isacks, Floyd, Woods, and 
J. T. Johnson, were announced to have been appoint- 
ed a committee on the petitions of certain inhabitants 
of Louisiana, in relation to the title of the baron Bas- 
trop toa large tract of land in that state. 

After the presentation of sundry petitions— 

The speaker made a suggestion to the house in re- 


Mr. H. Wilson, Pa. attended 





tion of petitions; when, 


On motion of Mr. 4. Stevenson, it was 


Resolved, That all petitions presented at the last session, re- 
ferred to standing committees of this house, and not reported up- 


on, be considered as agai referred to the same staading com- 
ruimees. 


Mr. Hamilton, from the committee on military af- 
fairs, reported a bill “making? certain alterations in 
the mode of making payment to the enlisted soldiers 





of the army of the United States, in order to prevent, 


the crime of desertion;’’ which was twice read and 
committed, made the order of the day for to-morrow, 
and ordered to be printed. 


Mr. Conway, of Arkansas, offered the following: 
Resolved, That the committee on Indian affairs be instructed to 


bring the subject before the rig. in a shape which 





would lead to some decision, he o 
resolution: 


inquire into the expediency of making an a 


building of a steam vessel of war fur the defence of Lake Cham 
plain. 


ered the following 


Resolved, That the committee ef claims be instructed to inquire 


into the propriety of providing by law, for the reimbursement of 
the amount of interest paid by Virginia upon loans of money nego 
tiated by her, for the use of the general 
late war between Great Britain and the 


overnment, during the 


nited States. 
Mr. Mallary rose, to call the attention of the house 


to aresolution on the subject of fitting out a vessel of 
war for the protection of Lake Champlain. 
verted to the situation of the lake, and the necessity — - 
lation to the present course pursued in the presenta-; of providing against invasion, and the dismantled ..: 
‘state of the navy now on the lake, and concluded: 
with moving the following resolution, which was 
agreed to: ; 


He ad- 


Resolved, Thatthe committee on naval affaires be instructed te 
ropriation for the 


Mr. Allen, (Mass.) offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the committee of ways and means be instructed 


| to inquire into the expediency of reducing the duty on the jmpor- 
tation of brown sugar. 


Mr. Wickliffe moved to add ‘‘molasses”~—-rejected. 


The resolution itself was then negatived. 


On motion of Mr. McKim, it 
Resolved, That the committee on commerce ‘be instructed to 


inquire into the expediency of ae the amount ot munthly 
pay, now allowed by law to the seamen of the United States, when 


juquire into the expediency of organizing ali the territories of the | discharged in foreign ports, from the sale of vessels or other 
United States, tying west of the state of Missouri, and tesritories of | causes. 


Arkansas and Michigan, into a separate territory, to Le occupied 
exclusively by Indians, and of authorizing the presideat of the 
Unit u States to adopt such measures as be may think best, to co- 
janize all the Indians of the present states and territories perma 
nently within the same. 


Mr. Rankin, of Mississippi, suggested that, as the 


entire subject to which the resolution refers, is: # 
a}-! in America. 


brought forward in the president’s message, and 
ready reierred to a committee of this house, the re- 
solution was unnecessary. But Mr. Conway explain- 
ed, and it was finally adopted. 

Mr. Cambreleng, of N. ¥. laid on the table the fol- 
lowing reseluticn: 

Resolved, That the present of ihe United Stateshe requested 
to communicate to this house, as cormpat:bie with the public in- 


terest, (ie correspondence with the parish government relating 
to the piracies off the Island of Cuda. 


Mi. Tracy, moved to take vp the bill authorizing 
payment for property lestor destroyed by the enemy 
during the late war ) carried, ayes 91, noes 
4° 

DOUSa >) went into committee of the 
tk Mr. Campbell, of Ohio, in the 


N. ©. earnestly opposed the bill; 
ai certain papers were wanting to shew 
“i it to the members--He preposed that 
tee shouid immediately rise. After some 
‘sou Messrs. Cambreleng and Tracy, the 
mittee rose, and the papers referred to were 
ore . to be printed. 
‘journed till Monday. 


Monday, Dec. 20. Mr. Baylies presented a memo- 
rial from sundry inhabitants of Norfolk, remonstrat- 
ing ag2inst the election of John Bailey to be their re- 
presentative in the present congress, which was re- 
ferred to the committee on elections. 

The resolution submitted by Mr. Cambreling on 
Friday, calling for the correspondence that may 
have taken place as to the piracies off Cuba, &c. was 
agreed to. 

Mr. 4 Stevenson wished to call the attention of the 
house to a subject of some interest. It related to 
the claims of the state of Virginia, for advances 
made to the government during the late war. He 
alluded to the interest which Virginia had paid for 
the money then advanced; and concluded with de- 
claring, that it was a claim not only founded upon 
justice, but which the patriotic conduct of the state 
of Virginia, during the late war, called upon con- 
gress to consider. His object, in rising, being to 











Mr. Whipple offered the following resolution, which 
was ordered to lie one day on the table: 

Resolved, That the president of the United States he requested 
to communicate to this house any information which he may pos- 
sess, and which, in his opivion, it may not be improper to make 
puilic, relative vo the intentions of the allied powers of* Europe to 
aid Spain in the subjugation and recovery of her former colonies 


On motion of Mr. WeDuffie, it was 


Resolve?, That a select conunittee be appointed, with instructions 
to inquire into the expediency and practicability of limiting and 
rogulating the sales of the public land, in such manner that the 
quantity brought into market may not exceed the effective de- 
mand at a fairand natural price, apd with further instructions to 


{ inquire into any abuses which may exist from the combination of 


capitalists for the purpose of defrauding the government, or from 
the defective organization of the land office system; and if any such 


abuses are found to exist, to devise and report some plan by which 
they may be corrected. 


The committee was then ordered to consist of 
seven. 

Mr. Floyd raoved that the house resolve itself into 
acommittee of the whole, to take up the bill to au- 
thorize the occupation of the Columbia or Oregon 
river; which being, agreed to, Mr. .#. Stevenson was 
called to the chair. 

The bill was then read by sections. 

Various amendments were made—and the appro- 
priation fixed at 50,000dollars. Ona motion that the 
committee should rise and report the bill as amend- 
ed, Mr. #loyd rose and delivered a speech of consi- 
derable length, explanatory of the bill and shev’ing its 
importance. Some debate followed, in which Messrs. 
Poinsett, Cook, Floyd and Trimble participated, after 
which the bill was reported to the house. 


Tuesday, Dec. 21. Among the petitions presented 
this day was that of George Lewis, founded on a 
Georgia loan certificate, purchased of the govern- 
ment at par, and the claim amounted to 200,000 doi- 
lars. This claim had been five times favorably re- 
ported on by different committees of claims. 

Ur. Randolph, from the select committee appoint- 
ed on so much of the president’s message as relates 
to the sacrifices and services of gen. Lafayetie, re 
ported a bill “‘concerning general Lafayette;” which 
was read twice, referred to a committee of the whole 
house, and made the order of the day for to-day. 

The resolution offered yesterday by Mr. Whipz!- 
was agreed to. 

After a variety of minor business, Mr. Réndolp’ 
moved to postpone all the previous orders of the day 
to take up the bill concerning gen. Lafayette; which, 
though opposed, was agreed to by a large majorits 
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The bill having been read, Messrs. Campbell and 
lay opposed it, (pretty much for the same reasons 
that influenced Mr. Macon in the senate). Its post- 
nement till Monday was asked for—ayes 75, noes 
4. Mr. Sterling proposed to strike out the grant of 
jland—rejected, only 68 members rising in favor of 
the motion. Mr. Vance, of Ohio, moved to reduce 
the sum to 150,000 dollars—negatived, by a larger 
majority than the preceding. At length, after some 
remarks from Mr. Tracy, the bill was laid on the ta- 
ble—ayes 93, noes 84. 

The remainder ef the sitting was spent in discus- 
sing the bill for occupying the mouth of Columbia ri- 
ver. Nothing decided. 

Wednesday, Dec. 22. After some other business, a 
resolution, offered by Mr. Rrent, in relation to the 
claim of the marquis de Maison Rouge was taken up 
—considerable debate took place, but the proceed- 
ings were cut short by the time having arrived for tak- 
ing up the orders of the day. 

The bill providing for the occupation of the mouth 
of the Columbia river, as amended, was ordered to 
be engrossed for a third reading to-morrow. 

The bill concerning gen. Lafayette was taken up, 
and various proceedings had on it. Differences of 
opinion existed as to the propriety of the manner 
proposed, though there was no opposing sentiment as 
to the merits of the object of it. At length it was 
ordered that the bill should be read a third time to- 
day— ree . 

The bill was then read a third time, accordingly, 
and the question thereupon decided, on request of 
Mr. Beecher, by yeas and nays, as follow: 

YEAS—Messrs. Abtot, Adams, Alexander. of Va. Alexander, of 
Tenn. Allen, of Mass. Allen, of Tenn. Allison, Archer, Bailey, 
Baylies, Barber, of Con. P. P. Barbour, J. S, Barbour, Bartlett, 
Bartley, Bassétt; Blair. Breck, Brent, Brown, Buchanan, Buckner, 
Cambreleng, Campbell, of S. C, Carter, Carey, Cassedy, Clark, 
Cock, Collins, Conner, Cook, Craig, Crowninshield, Culpeper, 
Cushman, Day, Durfee, Dwineil. Dwight, Eatun, Eddy, Edwards, 
of Penn. Ellis, Farrelly, Floyd, Foot, of Con. Foote, of N. Y. For- 
syth, Forward, Frost, Fuller, Gatrison, Gatlin, Govan, Gurley, 
Hall, Hamilton, Harris, Harvey, Hemphil] Henry, Herrick, Ho- 
bart, Hogeboom, Holcombe, Hooks, Houston, Ingham, Isacks, 
Jenkins, Jenniags, J. I. Johnson, Kent, Kidder, Kremer, Lathrop, 
Lawrence, Lee, Leftwich, Leteber, Little, Livingston, Locke, 
Loug, Longfellow, McArthur, McDuffie, McKean, McKee, McKin, 
MeLane, of Del. Mangum, Mallary, Markley. Martindale, Marvin, 
Matlack, Mercer, Miller, Mitchell, of Penn. Mitchell, of Md. 
Moore, of Ken. Moore, of Ala. Morgan, Neale, Nelson, Newton, 
O'Brien, Olin, Owen, Patterson, of Penn, Plumer, of N. H. Pium- 
er, of Penn. Poinsett, Rankin, Reed, Reynolds, Hichards, Ruse, 
Saunders, Sanford, Sharpe. Ar:hur Smith, Alexander Smyth, Wm. 
Smith, Spaight, Standeter, A. Stevenson, J. Stephenson, Stewart, 
Stoddard, Storrs, Swan, Valiaferro, Tatnail, Taylor, Ten Fyck, 
‘Test, Thompson, of Penn, Thompson, of Geo. Vomhnson, Tracey, 
Trimble, Tucker, of Va. Tyson, Udree, Vauce, of N.C. Van Rens- 
selaer, Van Wyck, Warfield, Wayne, Webster, Whippl), White, 
man, White, Wickliff-, Williams, of Va. Withams, of N.C. Janes 
Wilson, Henry Wilson, Wilson, of S.C Wolfe, Wood, Woods— 
Mr. Speaker— 166. f 

NAYS—Messrs. Beecher, Buck, Burleigh, Campbell, of Ohio 
Crafts, Gazlay, Gist, F. Johnson, Lincoln, Livermore, McCoy, 
MeLean, of Ohio, Matson, Metcalfe, Patterson. of Ohio, Ross, Scott, 
Sloane, Sterling, Thomson, of Ken. Tucker, of S. C. Vance, of 
Ohio, Vinton, Whittlesey, Wilson, of Ohio, Wright—26. 

When the yeas and nays had been called and re- 


‘ . ' 
corded, the speaker rose, and observing that, having | 


been precluded, by the place he held, from the ex- 
pression of his sentiments in relation to either the 
principle or the form of the bill, he requested of the 
house that he might be permitted so far to give ex- 
pression to his feelings, in relation to both, as to re- 
cord his vote with those of the other members—and 
deave having been promptly given, the clerk called 
the speaker’s name, and his vote was recorded in the 
affirmative. 

When the house adjourned. 

(This bill differs from that which passed the senate 
—the one appropriates money, the other authorizes 





an issue of six per cent. stock. In other respects they 
agree; the point of disagreement will be adjusted, as | 
*@ matter of course. } 
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Mr. Monroe. The report that this gentleman in- 
tended to take up his residence in New-York, after 
the expiration of his period of service, is not true. 
Me will retire to his farm in Loudon county, Vir- 
ginia. 

The boat race! Itmay be thought by some that our 
“chronicle” ought to contain a full account of a boat 
race at New York, for 1,000 dollars, which has oe- 
cupied so much space in the newspapers. of that city. 


Capt. Harris, of the British frigate Hussar, lately in 
that port, made a general challenge for a rowing 
match—any boat against one that belonged to him. 
It was accepted—the race was run, and the ‘‘Ameri- 
can Star*” triumphed over “Certain Death!*” But 
even this was not the best of the whole affair—for 
the victors and the vanquished contended even more 
severely than before, in striving to see which could 
out-do the other in manly eivilities and Jiberal fee}- 
ings; and capt. Harris left impressions behind him 
for his gentlemanly conduct, that, we hope, will 
cause his countrymen and our own, when in foreign 
ports, ever to recollect that it “‘is easier to win cities 
than hearts’—to accomplish a victory, by superior 
skill or physica] strength, than to gain the affections 
of the parties conquered. 

Pennsylvania. At the seventh ballot to elect a se. 
nator of the United States in the place of Walter Low- 
rie, esq. taken on the 18th instant, the votes were— 
for Mr. Marks 45, Burnside 35, Sergeant 18, Ingham 
18, Darlington 4, Rogers 6, J. Tod 1—total 127; no 
choice. After which the convention adjourned to 
the third Monday in January, when the fourth meeting 
to elect a senator will be held.§ 

Resolutions have been introduced into the legisla- 
ture of this state, expressive of the kind feelings en- 
tertained for gen. Lafayette, inviting him to visit the 
seat of government of the state, and expressing an 
earnest wish that some provision, worthy of him, may 
be made by the national legislature. 


South-Carolina. The following resolutions have 
been adopted in the senate of the legislature of 
South-Carolina, by a vote of 30 to 13: 


Resolved, That congress does not possess the power 
under the constitution, to adopt a general system of 
internal improvement as a national measure. 

Resolved, Thata right to impose and collect “taxes 
&c.’’ does not authorize congress to lay a tax for any 
other purpose than such as are embraced in the 
specific grants of power, and those necessarily im- 
plied therein. 

Resolved, That congress ought not to exercise a 
power granted for particular objects, to effect othe: 
objects, the right to effect which has never been con 
ceded. 

Resolved, That itis an unconstitutional exercise of 
power, on the part of congress, to lay duties to pro- 
tect domestic manufactures. 

Resolved, Thatit is an unconstitutional exercise of 
power, on the part of congress, to tax the citizens of 
one state, tomake roads and canals for the benefit of 
the citizens of another state. 


Charleston, December 3—In addition to the speci- 
mens from pear and peach trees, in full bloom, lef: 
with us on Wednesday, a gentleman, who resides in 
Legare-street, yesterday handed us a branch from e 
pear tree, with half-grown pears upon it, being the 
second crop of the present year. 





*The names of the boats. They were each roweé 
by four persons. The American beat the British boa’ 


| by nearly half a mile. 
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